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Please Note: The next Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 19, 2023, at 

7:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY BOARD No. 3, Q.  
82-11 37th Avenue, Suite 606 
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 
Telephone: (718) 458-2707  Fax: (718) 458-3316 
Website: queenscb3.cityofnewyork.us       

Email: communityboard@queenscb3.cityofnewyork.us 



Chairman Frank Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. Chairman Taylor welcomed 
all in attendance to Community Board’s in person meeting at Diversity Plaza.  
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Felony Assaults 
Richard Vigge, resident, asked how often does Community Board 3 reach out to DSNY and 
ACE. On another note, Mr. Vigge said that at the 115th Precinct Community Council Meeting 
it was reported that there is an increase in felony assaults. He said there needs to be more 
details of what kind of felony assaults to have a change in the community.  
 
Q66 Bus 
Ondine Crispin, resident, said there needs to be more Q66 bus service for people to reach 
their destination. Ms. Crispin has a difficult time taking her daughter to her school in Long 
Island City. The F train is not running to 21st Queensbridge anymore which causes the Q66 
to be more crowded.  
 
34th Avenue Open Streets 
Elizabeth Batiushok-Colon, resident, said that there has been increases in loitering, drug use, 
public consumption of alcohol, loud music and public urinating at 34th Avenue between 78th 
Street. 78th Street is an active two way where parents teach their children to ride their 
bicycles. The cement blocks act as benches for people to hangout. Ms. Batiushok-Colon 
suggests that 78th Street return to a one-way street, remove the cement block and reinstate 
parking on both sides of the street.  
 
Open Streets 
Ron Evitts, resident, said that Open Streets has negatively impacted the neighborhood. Many 
groups who have organized against Open Streets suggests eliminating Paseo Park, electric 
vehicles charging stations, reduce the length of Open Streets to ten blocks, reduce the time 
of Open Streets, suspensions of Open Streets during inclement weather, suspension of Open 
Streets from November to March and maintain quiet zones. Mr. Evitts noted that there is a 
lawsuit on behalf of the elderly and disabled who are seeking to have full access to their own 
residences restored.  
 
90th Street Playground 
A resident expressed concern over drug dealing at the Northern Blvd Playground. She asked 
the Community Board to consider moving the renovations of the park up on the list of Capital 
Expense.  
 
Soap Box Derby 
Greg Coles, representative for the Soap Box Derby, announced that Community Board 3 has 
been a supporter for 34 years.  Mr. Coles said that there is a STEM program for kids ages 10 
to 14. The process starts with the kids building a small car. The kids learn that there is 
friction, weights and aerodynamics going down the hill. Then they built a bigger car. They 
build the cars with their parents.   
 
There is a race in June only for local kids. Winners of the stock car or superstar car compete 
in a national race in Ohio.  
 
Mr. Coles announced that on October 21st there will be a Soap Box Derby race on 94th Street 
and 23rd Avenue from 10:00am – 5:00pm. 
 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
 
Council Member Shekar Krishnan 
Council Member Shekar Krishnan reported that the Council passed another City Budget that 
helped restore funding for public libraries. They were able to fund a pilot program for a year-
round full-time 3K program for children. They were able to save Parks workers jobs to take 
care of Green Spaces. They were able to secure $17 million for Elmhurst Hospital. CM 
Krishnan said his office was able to allocate an additional $80,000 for the Department of 
Sanitation to increase services in the community. Garbage is being picked up three times a 
day every day on Roosevelt Ave and Northern Blvd.  
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CM Krishnan announced that NYS Senator Chuck Schumer and Parks Commissioner Sue 
Donoghue selected the district as one of three places in all of New York City to receive $5 
million in funding to plant trees across the community.  
 
The Parks Committee passed historic legislation to address the Lifeguard crisis. It requires 
the city to report to the lifeguards hired every year so there isn’t a shortage.  They will look 
for new public sites to open for swimming pools. There will be a free class for second graders 
across New York.  
 
There was a key to the city program with Council and Immigration Coalition. Over 500 
immigrants came to receive services from legal services connections to organizations 
resources and other programs.  
 
Assemblymember Steven Raga – Assembly District 30 
Assemblymember Steven Raga announced that Jackson Heights is part of his District 30 
which includes Diversity Plaza. He said to all in attendance that if they needed anything to 
reach out to his office.  Assy Raga background has been in government and nonprofit. He 
was previously the Executive Director for Woodside on the Move. As a former Community 
Board 2 member he appreciates all the hard work. 
 
On Tuesday, September 26th there will be a workshop at the office with Queens Legal 
Services for SNAP benefits.  
 
The office had a successful Health Fair and Mammograms Screening Clinic.  
 
Lieutenant Christopher Colon -115th Precinct 
Lieutenant Christopher Colon reported that there is an increase in certain crimes. Robberies 
up 16%, felony assaults up 12%, burglaries up 2%, grand larceny auto up 5%, arrests up 
30% and quality of life summonses were up 900%. In the year 400 mopeds were confiscated.  
 
Lt Colon said he oversees training Officers on Roosevelt Ave. There was a joint operation 
with Department of Health, Consumer Affairs, Department of Sanitation and FDNY targeting 
illegal vendors. There were 27 summonses written and 4 confiscations on Roosevelt Ave. 
The 115th Precinct conducted a big operation on prostitution. There are 12 sites that are in 
the process of being shut down.  
 
Lt Colon said that the 115th Precinct works with the Department of Homeless Services and 
Breaking Ground when they get calls from a homeless person. They offer them services and 
remove stuff left on the street. Breaking Ground finds the individual a place to stay.  
 
A resident made the comment that there are too many prostitutions and vendors on 
Roosevelt Ave. 
 
Lt Colon said that the operations are brand new. They will be working with agencies to shut 
down brothels. They will move an unlicensed vendor. 
 
Board Member Nuala O’Doherty asked if the NYPD have any way to communicate with the 
moped seller to let the buyer know of requirements like having them insured. 
 
Lt Colon said that places that sell mopeds must have a DMV license. Recently, some were 
summoned for not having a DMV license. 
 
PO Pena, Crime Prevention Officer, said he personally went to every seller and provided 
literature.  Before confiscating a scooter, he educates them first.  
 
A resident asked when the NYPD and Elected Officials are going to work together to address 
homeless people that are mentally challenged. 
 
Lt Colon said that they work closely with Breaking Ground. Breaking Ground offers them a 
place to stay but can’t be forced. 
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District Leader Hiram Monserrate asked how does the 115th Precinct works effectively when 
they have approximately 73 less Officers than they did 2 years ago. 
 
Lt Colon said that there is a significant decrease in Officers. There are multiple units that are 
assigned to overtime. Hopefully, more people will sign up to be Officers. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
                
FY2025 Capital Budget – (Elba Buendia & Pat Beckles, Co-Chairs) 
An opportunity for the public to comment, make suggestions & set priorities for the new 
fiscal year. 
 
Pat Beckles, Co-Chair of the Capital and Expense Budget, called upon the public for 
recommendations, concerns or suggestions to add to the Capital Budget for 2024. 
 
Board Member Gisele Santana said that there is a big discrepancy between medium income 
and market prices. Housing should be considered and followed up with HPD. The lottery 
for Affordable Housing is unfair.  
 
Board Member Nuala O’Doherty asked about number   2. Construct new School facilities in 
CB3, especially Early Childhood Centers and a High School at Willets Point and the former 
DiBlasi Ford site. She asked if anyone spoke with the school construction Authority or 
Superintendent as numbers of students are at a low and there is a new Early Childhood 
Center.  
 

Board Member Muquith Choudhury requested 9)Street lighting on 73rd Street 

between 37th Avenue and Broadway, be moved up on the list for safety reasons.  
 
FY2025 Expense Budget – (Elba Buendia & Pat Beckles, Co-Chairs) 
Pat Beckles, Co-Chair of the Capital and Expense Budget, called upon the public for 
recommendations, concerns or suggestions to add to the Expense Budget for 2024. 
 
Board Member Potrirankamanis Queano Nur said that 3. Increase funding for rodent 
abatement should be moved to number 1. She noted that on the list is nothing on cultural 
arts.  
 
Treasurer Jairo Rodriguez said that 2. Make the pilot program to bring basement apartment 
up to code Citywide, is good because if basements  are legalized will be income for the city 
and neighbors know who is living there.  23. Hire additional Consumer Affairs agents to 
conduct night and weekend  street vending inspections, is one of the important items on the 
list.  
 
 Land Use – (Hamlett Wallace & Muquith Choudhury, Co-Chairs) 
BSA Cal. No. 558-51BZ – 68-22 Northern Blvd.  
An application to renew the existing variance for the operation of an automotive service 
station with accessory uses, for an additional 10 years. The property has been used as a gas 
station for over 70 years.  
 
The representative said that every 10 years they are required to come back to the 
Community Board and Board of Standard and Appeals to renew the permit. The self-served 
station has been in existence for 7 years. There will be no changes in the operation. 
 
Board Member Lisa Mesulam said that the gas station is clean and recommends it. 
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Business Economic Development. – (Edmund Rosenbaum & Edwin Westley, 
 Co-Chairs) 
 S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications: 
 

Anting Inc. – 37-09 83rd Street Jackson Hgts. (New - Wine/Beer/Cider) 

Applicant not present.  

 

Cumanda Corp. - 98-18 Northern Blvd. Corona (New - Eating Place Beer) 

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the 
applicant is seeking a Full Liquor license. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of 
Cumanda Corp.  
 
The owner’s son said that customers request beer to have with their food. They need a 
license in order to sell beer.  
 

Jakaru NY Corp. – 108-59 Roosevelt Ave, Corona (New – Wine/Beer/Cider) 
The applicant was not present.  
 
Veytas Bakery Café II Corp.  - 92-01 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Hgts. (Class Change –  

Full Liq.) 

The applicant was not present.  
 

77th & 5th LLC d/b/a Baht - 78-23 37th Ave, Jackson Hgts. (New – Full Liq.) 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the 
applicant is seeking a Full Liquor license. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Baht.  
 
The owners said that rebranding previous restaurant that was in existence for 30 years. 
They are opening new Thai restaurant and new a liquor license.  
 
Puebla Seafood Corporation - 95-27 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Hgts. (Alteration) 

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the 
applicant is seeking a Full Liquor license. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Puebla 
Seafood. 
 
The owner said they have been in business for 26 years. They are doing alterations. The 
new landlord has asked for a Certificate of Occupancy and Public Assembly.  
 
Sabor Peruano II Corp. dba Sabor Peruano - 95-13 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson Hgts. (Class 

Change – Full Liq.) 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the applicant 
is seeking a Full Liquor license. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Sabor Peruano.  
 
The representative spoke for the owner who was present. The Peruvian restaurant has been 
established for six years. They want to change from beer to Full Liquor.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Frank Taylor, Chairman, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call was 
taken by the Secretary.  
 
Motion # 56 – Adoption of the Agenda 
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor, was passed unanimously by a show of hands.  
 
Motions by Committees 
Land Use – (Hamlett Wallace & Muquith Choudhury, Co-Chairs) 
BSA Cal. No. 558-51BZ – 68-22 Northern Blvd.  
Hamlett Wallace, Land Use Committee Co-Chair, read his report: 

 

In the matter of an application regarding, 68-22 Northern Boulevard, Jackson Heights, New 

York, Remica Property Group Corp. – Owner of Record, is seeking to extend the term of the 

previous BSA resolution to authorize the existing use of the Premises as an automotive service 

station. The site in question is known as BP Products Automotive Service Station, on the SW 

corner of 69th Street and Northern Boulevard. 
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The Owner is requesting applications for:  

An extension of the term of a previously granted resolution for an additional period of 10 years 

and obtain a new Certificate of Occupancy for an existing automotive service station. 

 

Resolution:         

The Land Use Committee after review of this matter recommends the applications for the 

extension of term of the Variance, for a term of 10 years, authoring section of the Zoning 

Resolution, Section: 11-411and obtain a new C of O for existing automotive service station (BP) 

with accessory use, be approved. 

 
Motion # 57 - BSA Cal. No. 558-51BZ – 68-22 Northern Blvd.  
Upon motion duly made by Hamlett Wallace, seconded by Fausto Rodriguez, to approve the 
application was passed unanimously. 

           
Business Economic Development. – (Edmund Rosenbaum & Edwin Westley, 
 Co-Chairs) 
 S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications: 
 

Anting Inc. – 37-09 83rd Street Jackson Hgts. (New - Wine/Beer/Cider) 

Not present. 

 
Cumanda Corp. - 98-18 Northern Blvd. Corona (New - Eating Place Beer) 

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that  

the committee recommends approval of an application for an on-premise Eating Place Beer 

license for this applicant provided that a stipulation has been signed stating the hours of 

operation will be 6am – 11pm daily, alcohol service will not begin until 12pm, & there will be 

recorded music only. 

 

Motion # 58 - Cumanda Corp. - 98-18 Northern Blvd. Corona (New - Eating Place Beer) 

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ann Brown to approve the 

application was passed with 32 in Favor, 2 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.  
 
Jakaru NY Corp. – 108-59 Roosevelt Ave, Corona (New – Wine/Beer/Cider) 
Not present.  
 

Veytas Bakery Café II Corp.  - 92-01 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Hgts. (Class Change – Full 

Liq.) 

Not Present. 
 
77th & 5th LLC d/b/a Baht - 78-23 37th Ave, Jackson Hgts. (New – Full Liq.) 

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that  

the committee recommends approval of an application for an on-premise Full Liquor license for 

this applicant. 
 
Motion # 59 - 77th & 5th LLC d/b/a Baht - 78-23 37th Ave, Jackson Hgts. (New – Full Liq.) 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Andre Maloy to approve the 

application was passed with 31 in Favor, 3 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.  
 
Puebla Seafood Corporation - 95-27 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Hgts. (Alteration) 

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that  

the committee recommends approval of an alteration application for an on-premise Full Liquor 

license for this applicant.  

 

Motion # 60 - Puebla Seafood Corporation - 95-27 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Hgts. 

(Alteration) 

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Bill Bruno to approve the 

application was passed with 31 in Favor, 3 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.  
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Sabor Peruano II Corp. dba Sabor Peruano - 95-13 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson Hgts. (Class 

Change – Full Liq.) 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that  

the committee recommends approval of a Class Change application for an on-premise Full Liquor 

license for this applicant. 
 

Motion # 61 - Sabor Peruano II Corp. dba Sabor Peruano - 95-13 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson 

Hgts. (Class Change – Full Liq.) 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Lisa Mesulam to approve the 

application was passed with 32 in Favor, 2 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.  

 
Chairperson’s Report 
Chairman Frank Taylor read his report: 
 
This summer has been full of Highs and Lows for Community Board 3, but we are still standing 
and holding our ground and even moving forward. As you know, this area is filled with many 
challenges, and we are more than up to handling the challenge.  As long as the 50 of us stand 
together, we will continue moving forward and not getting into personal issues. Instead, we will 
continue looking out for our community, all 250,000 of us because we are part of that 
community. 
  
I attended many events this summer, some of the highlights were celebrations but also protests 
in Jackson Heights regarding prostitution and in East Elmhurst about Citibikes. We also met 
with the Borough President to discuss issues related to the East Elmhurst/Flushing Bay 
Promenade, Jackson Heights and Roosevelt Avenue. It has been a full summer for me and your 
District Manager.  We must continue to maintain common respect for each other, it is 
imperative for our success. 
  
Good to see you all back. Wonderful that we are ready to work. Community Board 3 is strong 
as ever. 
  
One final note, I have appointed Pat Beckles, as Co-chair of the Budget committee. 
Congratulations to Ms. Beckles, who is truly a legacy as many of you might or not know, her 
father was a member of this Board for approximately 45 years. So proud to announce she is 
now part of the Executive and Committee Chairs. 
 
Mr. Taylor said that 50 Board Members work hard for the love of their communities. They 
discuss issues and try to come up with solutions. He said that the Board is not going to stop 
fighting for what the community deserves.  
 
District Manager’s Report 
District Manager Giovanna Reid reported there are a lot of positive and negative things going 
on in the community. The Board has been active in working with the agencies responsible 
for resolving the issues. Ms. Reid said that she is very proud of the district.  
 
Ms. Reid said that the public had a chance to add anything to the Capital & Expense Budget. 
There will be a committee meeting in October where the Budget will be adopted.  
 
Ms. Reid said that Community Board 3 is conducting a survey on what are the community’s 
priorities. Residents are asked what their top 7 priorities are. The survey is available at 
https://queenscb3.cityofnewyork.us. 
 
Ms. Reid announced that the Kwanis Kid’s Day has been postponed to Saturday, September 
30th.   
 
Ms. Reid announced that starting Friday, September 22nd there will be little access to 82nd 
Street and 111th Street Stations due to MTA work.  
 
From September 25 through October 7, 2023, NY City Health is bringing free COVID and Flu 
shots to Corona from 10:00am – 8:00pm. 
 

https://queenscb3.cityofnewyork.us/
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Ms. Reid asked all in attendance to follow Community Board 3 on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook.  
 
Committee Reports 
Kevin Hughes-Noboa, Social Media Chair, announced within the last month there have been 
1206 followers. He said that it’s a tribute to the involvement the Board has with the 
community.  
Motion # 62 - Adoption of the June 15, 2023, Monthly Minutes 
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor, seconded by Mark Buhrmester, was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Queens Borough Presidents Office 
A representative for the Queens Borough Presidents Office announced that they wrapped up 
series of Borough Hall on Your Block, a weeklong initiative to bring services to each part of 
the Borough. They will reach every Community Board. 
 
The Borough President’s Office partnered with Better Health and provided $2 million for free 
mental health services.  
 
Borough Hall allocated money for agencies: $53.8 million for schools, $36.6 million for Parks, 
32.4 million for health, $26.8 million for libraries, 13.1 for CUNY and $7.3 million for DOT.  
 
Upcoming Events: Queens Veteran Job Resource Fair, NY Voting Rights Town Hall and 
Immigrant Resource Fair.  
 
Legislator’s Report 
 
Assembly Member Steven Raga Office 
A representative for the office of Assembly Member Steven Raga, announced they had lot of 
events in the summer and had their first Pride Celebration, their first Health Fair and 
continue to have a lot of legal workshops. 
 
They had a Veterans Advocacy Project that provided resources which included housing. 
 
On Sunday, September 30, 2023, there will be a Hispanic Heritage Month celebration from 
1:00pm – 2:00pm on 73rd Street and 34th Avenue.  
 
On Tuesday, September 26, 2023, Queens Legal Services will be at the district office 
providing a session on SNAP benefits from 11:00am – 2:00pm.  
 
Every second Wednesday, Mobile office hours at Woodside Library. 
 
Every third Tuesday of the month Mobile office hours at Queens Public Library are from 
2:00pm – 4:00pm. 
 
Queens District Attorney Office 
Dan Brown, representative for Queens District Attorney Office, announced that since 
November 2022 joint enforcement operations with the District Attorney, New York City 
Sheriff and New York Police Department and Cannabis management have resulted in the 
prosecution of 156 individuals for first level and misdemeanor charges related to the sale 
and or possession of illegal cannabis or control substances. Queens County is committed to 
shutting down places near schools or places of worship. Mr. Brown noted that firearms, 
tasers, stun guns and knives were from the locations.  
 
Mr. Brown said that once they have conducted enforcement at an illegal smoke shop, they 
can initiate an eviction proceeding against the tenant operating the illegal smoke shop for 
and close them permanently. The landlords are put on notice that they must commence 
eviction proceedings of commercial tenants who are working illegally. If the landlord fails to 
do so they DA can use Civil Authority pursuant to the real property action and proceeding 
law to take over the evictions.  
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Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Office 
Michelle Luna, Representative for Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Office, 
announced that though there is a potential for a government shutdown, some essential 
government services like Social Security checks, will continue. Customer service functions 
will be disrupted.  
 
Two years ago, Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez introduced the Civilian Climate Corp for jobs 
and Justice act. Two weeks ago, President Joe Bidan announced the program, American 
Climate Corps, that will employ 20,000 people in renewable energy and climate resilience 
sectors.  
 
September is Passport Awareness Month. The State Department recommends submitting 
applications nine months in advance of any suspected travel.  
  
Motion # 63 - To Adjourn 
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor and seconded by Ed Westley, to adjourn the 
meeting, was unanimously passed. Adjourned at 9:44p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Clara Colon 


