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December 21, 2023, Community Board 3 Full Board Meeting

Chairman Frank Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:15pm. Chairman Taylor welcomed
all in attendance to the Community Board’s in-person meeting at the Renaissance Charter
School.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Welcome to Renaissance Charter School

Omar Rafael, Director of Operations for Renaissance Charter School, welcomed all in
attendance. He said that the school serves approximately 700 hundred students from PreK
to 12. Mr. Rafael said if anyone is interested in sending a child to a great school to contact
him. He wished everyone happy holidays and extended an invitation for Community Board
3 to return.

Public Spaces
Richard Stein, resident, said that it was a tough year at PS 398 for the parents due to issues

with the principal who recently resigned. During that time the parents could not use the
school safely as a place to gather. They instead had Open Streets to meet up with parents.
Mr. Stein said the parents are grateful for the Open Streets but expressed his concerns
about children falling on the gravel and vehicles speeding through. He asked for the
Community Board to help in remedial action.

Elmhurst Corona Family Enrichment Center (FEC)

Naheed Hossain, Family Advocate at Elmhurst Corona Family Enrichment Center (FEC),
said that their mission is to implement child protective factors determined by NYC's
Administration for Children Services. They provide community-designed support in a
welcoming, home-like space where neighbors can connect, contribute to their community,
find resources, support each other, and build strategies that help families thrive. She noted
that FEC will be offering a free afterschool and weekend arts program for children ages
12-17 residing or attending school in East Elmhurst. For more information contact:

yayure@mediatenyc.org.

Taxis Station on 92nd Street and 23" Avenue

Marian Rodiguez, resident, said that she lives near the airport and there is a big problem
with the taxi station at 92" Street and 23™ Avenue. The taxis parade down 93™ Street
honking and beeping their horns from 5:00 pm to midnight. There have been several calls
to 311 and the Police have moved them but the problem continues. The drivers park on
residential driveways and leave garbage behind. Ms. Rodriguez said she blames it on the
Port Authority. The new airport should have a station at the airport.

Sandra Garcia, a resident, said that she is very concerned about the taxis parking on the
driveway and the caravan of taxis. The traffic and double parking make it a dangerous
situation if there is an emergency.

Chairman Frank Taylor said that the Community Board is aware of the problem and is
addressing it.

Viewpoint
Kevin Hughes-Noboa, 2™ Vice Chair, introduced Board Member Arthur Teiler. Mr. Hughes
said that Mr. Teiler was speaking as a member of the community, not a Board Member.

Arthur Teiler, Board Member, said on October 7, 2023, he was in Israel when attacks
occurred. Because of all the emails and letters from Board Members and the community's
concern for his safety, he felt he should say a few words about his experience. Mr. Teiler
expressed his viewpoint and said that Israelis appreciate the United States.

Frank Taylor, Chairman, said anyone has the right to express their opinion. He emphasized
that Community Board 3 is a diverse community that believes in peace for everyone, and
life is for everyone. “We live here with thousands of different cultures, and we live here in
peace. That will continue. On both sides, we send prayers and prayers for humanity.”
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PUBLIC INFORMATION

Assemblymember Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas

Assemblymember Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas reported that the Council allocated a massive
expansion of $135 million to make sure that every public and private school student gets
free breakfast and lunch. Assy Gonzalez-Rojas said that hunger is on the rise in the
community and no child should go hungry.

The Council allocated $400 million in emergency rental assistance for people in NYCHA.
Assy Gonzalez-Rojas said that millions of dollars are secure for the frequency of MTA trains.
They are fighting for Fair Free buses and won a free bus pilot in Queens.

A bill was passed for Healthcare transparency and ensuring that gun violence is treated as a
public health issue. There is a bill passed that allocated Medicaid funds to cover gun
violence prevention programs.

CM Gonzalez-Rojas announced that in January 2024 the minimum wage will increase from
$15 to $16. Over the next two years, it will increase by another dollar. She noted that
restaurant workers still make sub-minimum wages. Restaurant workers are earning $10 an
hour and some are on SNAP.

CM Gonzalez-Rojas is fighting for healthcare access for every single person. That will
include undocumented neighbors. It will not cost the State anything with a waiver for the
Federal Government.

On January 27, 2024, there will be the first Paper Shredding Event of the year from 10:00
am - 2:00 pm on 31% Avenue and 77" Street. CM Gonzalez-Rojas said that she will continue
to do the Paper Shredding Events and Community Cleanups.

On Mondays between 10:00 am - 4:00 pm the office accepts electronics drop-offs or
contact the office to make arrangements for another day.

Board Member Dawn Siff asked what is happening with flooding in East Elmhurst.

CM Gonzalez-Rojas said she sits on the Environmental Conservation Committee and there’s
a lot of legislation the Council is fighting for. They are looking into Climate Justice
legislation, climate jobs, and connecting the need to upgrade resiliency and build better
systems.

Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz

Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz reported that the Alex Jenez Act for the Corona, Queens man
who disappeared in Iraq was vetoed. They were going to support the Immigrant Veterans
family to go through the process to become citizens.

The Bill makes wage theft a crime. If someone is robbed of wages, they must be paid back
the money that was stolen. It would be as if an employer owns the employee's money.

Assy Cruz is working on the COVID Baby Bonds Bill for kids that lost parents due to COVID.
They will receive $11,000 when they turn 18 years old.

Assy Cruz said that her office worked along with NY Cares to provide coats for people who
are in need. Over 500 coats were provided.

Assy Cruz said that at least twice a year they do neighborhood Cleanups. They have
partnered with Jackson Heights Beautification Group for a recent cleanup.
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The Department of Sanitation, Elmhurst Hospital, and Lexington School for the Deaf will be
receiving between $200,000 to $300,000. The money for Lexington School will be used
towards being more ADA-compliant.

Assy Cruz, Assy Steven Raga, and CM Shekar Krishnan are working together to meet with
various agencies to figure out how to fix the quality-of-life issues along Roosevelt Avenue.
She hopes to report on some progress that has been made.

Assy Cruz said once a month the Immigration Van is by their office to assist in immigration
issues.

Assy Cruz welcomes all in attention to her office on Junction Blvd and 42" Avenue, 10:00
am - 6:00 pm. Appointments are preferred but walk-ins are welcomed.

Board Member Dawn Siff asked for an update on the Clean Slate Bill.

Assy Cruz said that the bill seals certain criminal records for a person to work. The person
has to have paid their dues to society years ago. The records won't be sealed for someone
who is going for a job or license that involves working with children, seniors, people with
disabilities or any vulnerable population. The Clean Slate Act won’t go into effect until
another year.

Kevin Hughes-Noboa, 2™ Vice Chair, said he worked for the Legal Aid Society for the Public
Defender Office for 20 years. He said that hundreds of his former clients will benefit from
the Clean Slate Act. It will break the cycle of crime for so many.

FDNY Holiday Fire Safety
Captain Gerald Rocco, FDNY Safety Education Unit, gave a presentation on Fire Safety.

Captain Rocco said that there will be a lot of cooking in the holidays. Don’t get distracted
when cooking. Never leave anything cooking on the stove unattended. People are drinking
and smoking. Don't fall asleep while smoking. Anyone who smokes should do it outside and
distinguish their cigarette in water.

FDNY recommends using LED lights on live Christmas trees. The trees are dangerous if kept
dry. The trees must be watered. Don’t have the cord for the lights under the rug.

Captain Rocco cautioned not to use extension cords for space heaters, electric blankets,
microwaves, toaster ovens, refrigerators, or air conditioners. They have to be plugged in directly.
into the wall. Keep space heaters 3 feet away from everything.

Captain Rocco said buildings with more than seven floors are fireproof. If there is a fire,
people should stay inside apartments of fireproof buildings. If the fire is in the apartment,
leave but close the door to prevent the fire from spreading. People should get out of a
building that is not fireproof.

Captain Rocco stressed the importance of having smoke alarms. There should be a smoke
alarm in each bedroom. Never ignore the sounds of smoke alarms going off. There should
be more than one smoke alarm in everyone’s home. Each bedroom should have a smoke
alarm. Get a free alarm installation: 1-877- Red Cross (1-877-733-2767).

Marian Rodiguez, a resident, asked if the FDNY checks fire extinguishers.

Captain Rocco said that the FDNY does not expect fire extinguishers. Some companies do.
Every home should have a fire extinguisher but keep it in an accessible place and know how
to use it. Captain Rocco suggests having a fire extinguisher near the kitchen entrance. To
use the fire extinguisher first, pull the pin to use the extinguisher. Next, aim it at the base,
squeeze the trigger, and move it back and forth.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

Land Use — Hamlett Wallace, Muquith Choudhury, (Co-Chairs)

BSA Cal. No. 174-94BZ - 9907 Roosevelt Ave

Muquith Choudhury, Co-Chair of the Land Use Committee, reported the application is a
proposal for an extension of a variance for the operation of an automotive dealership
located at 99-07 Roosevelt Ave. Mr. Choudhury called upon the representative.

Sandy Anagnostou, a representative, said the prior 10-year term variance expired in May
2022. The current application is for an extension for an additional 10 years. It will allow an
existing local Auto Sales business to continue operating at the location. The location has
been historically used as an automobile sales establishment since 1994 when the original
variance was granted. It is a triangular lot in a C14 commercial district. It is an open lot
with a small trailer on the premises that is used as a sales office. There are 11 open spaces
for the storage of the vehicles. No repairs were done on the premises.

Board Member Ed Westley asked if the property is owned by a Board Member from
Community Board 3.

Ms. Anagnostou said that Board Member David Rosario is the owner but does not run the
business.

Business Economic Development. - (Edmund Rosenbaum & Edwin Westley,

Co-Chairs)S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications:
M.].D 1 Corp. - 98-09 37th Ave, Corona (New - Wine/Beer/Cider)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a Wine/Beer/Cider. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of M.].D 1
Corp.

The owner had a café in Brooklyn that closed. He lives in Corona and has now opened a
family-owned business around the corner from his home.

Oven Bites - 83-08 37 Ave, Jackson Heights (New - Wine/Beer/Cider)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a Wine/Beer/Cider. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Oven
Bites.

The owner said that it would help a lot if he could sell beer and wine in order.

Restaurant De La Mora dba Malabar NYC - 84-19 Northern Blvd. E. Elmhurst

(Method of Operation Change)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a Method of Operation Change. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner
of Malabar NYC.

The representative spoke for the owner who was present. He said that the owner wants to
change the hours of operation to later hours.

Board Member Ed Westley asked why he wanted later hours.

The owner said he wants to stay open later to compete with other businesses that stay
open later.

La Pantera 93 Bar Restaurant Corp.- 92-13 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson Heights
(New - Full Liquor)
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Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a Full Liquor. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of La Pantera 93
Bar Restaurant Corp.

The owner said that they would stop serving alcohol one hour before closing. They have 2
security guards at the location.

Gimega Corp. dba La Pequena Colombia - 83-27 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson Heights
(Corporate Change)
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a Corporate Change. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of La
Pequena Colombia.

The owner said he has been in the area for 39 years and is buying out his partner.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Frank Taylor, Chairman, opened the Executive Session with the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll
call was taken by the Secretary.

Motion # 94 - Adoption of the Agenda
Upon motion duly made by Ed Westley, seconded by Majorie Clarke Woolridge, was passed

unanimously.

Motions by Committees

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Land Use - Hamlett Wallace, Muquith Choudhury, (Co-Chairs)

BSA Cal. No. 174-94BZ - 9907 Roosevelt Ave

Muquith Choudhury, Co-Chair of the Land Use Committee, read his report:

The Land Use Committee met on December 5, 2023, to review an application to extend the
variance for the operation of an automotive dealership located within a C1-4 in R6B zoning
district for an additional 10 years.

Present at the meeting were: Co-Chair Muquith Chowdhury, Chairperson Frank Taylor, Ulrick
Gedeon, Bill Bruno, David Rosero, Majorie Clarke Woolridge, Renetta English, Gisele Santana,
Leoncio Romero, and Vivian Dock.

The location at 99-07 Roosevelt Avenue is an existing Auto Retail establishment. In May 1997,
the original variance was granted under Cal. No. 7594 BZ. The terms expired on May 6, 2022.
The Board of Standards and Appeals has scheduled a hearing for January 8, 2024.

The location is a lot with 11 spaces for vehicles and an office. There is some existing signage
and high fencing for security. In the years, nothing has changed except an additional shed and
bathroom that has been removed. The days of operation are Monday - Saturday, 9:00 am -
4:00 pm. On Sundays, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. There are two employees on the site. No repairs
are permitted on the site. Strictly sales of automobiles.

Recommendation:
The Land Use Committee, after reviewing the matter, recommends approving a 10-year
variance for the automotive dealership located at 99-07 Roosevelt Avenue.

Motion # 95 - BSA Cal. No. 174-94BZ - 9907 Roosevelt Ave
Upon motion duly made by Muquith Choudhury, seconded by, Majorie Clarke Woolridge, to
approve the application was passed with 25 in Favor, 1 Opposed, and 1 Abstention.

Business Economic Development. - (Edmund Rosenbaum & Edwin Westley,

Co-Chairs)S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications:
M.].D 1 Corp. - 98-09 37th Ave, Corona (New - Wine/Beer/Cider)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that
The committee recommends approval of an application for an on-premise Wine. Beer, &
Cider license for this applicant.
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Motion # 96 - M.].D 1 Corp. - 98-09 37th Ave, Corona (New - Wine/Beer/Cider)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Kevin Hughes-Noboa to
approve the application was passed with 28 in Favor, 1 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Oven Bites - 83-08 37 Ave, Jackson Heights (New - Wine/Beer/Cider)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that

The committee recommends approval of an application for an on-premise Wine. Beer &
Cider license for this applicant.

Motion # 97 - Oven Bites - 83-08 37 Ave, Jackson Heights (New - Wine/Beer/Cider)
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ed Westley, to approve the
application was passed with 27 in Favor, 1 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Restaurant De La Mora dba Malabar NYC - 84-19 Northern Blvd. E. Elmhurst

(Method of Operation Change)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that

the committee recommends approval of an application for a Method Of Operation Change
for an existing on-premise Full Liquor license for this applicant provided that a stipulation
has been signed stating the hours of operation will be Sunday - Tuesday from 3 pm - 2 am
& Wednesday - Saturday from 3 pm - 4 am, there will be licensed security present, alcohol
service will end one hour before closing daily, & food service at all times.

Board Member Arthur Teiler said that a “no” vote would not be agreeing with an extension
of hours and it wouldn’t shut them down.

Kevin Hughes-Noboa, 2™ Vice Chair, said that as a former restaurant worker, employees
make money when the restaurant is open later.

Jairo Rodriguez, Treasurer, said they should be open as late as the other surrounding
restaurants.

Theresa Parson Jones, Member at Large, said the restaurant has a good track record for 11
years.

Board Member Ed Westley said the community must preserve the neighborhoods. Keeping
restaurants open until 4:00 am is ridiculous.

Board Member Dawn Siff said as someone who worked the night shift for 10 years she
appreciates restaurants that are open late.

Motion # 98 - Restaurant De La Mora dba Malabar NYC - 84-19 Northern Blvd.

E. Elmhurst (Method of Operation Change)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Dorothy Phelan, to approve
the application was passed with 21 in Favor, 9 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

La Pantera 93 Bar Restaurant Corp.- 92-13 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson Heights
(New - Full Liquor)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that

the committee recommends approval of an application for an on-premise Full Liquor
license for this applicant provided that a stipulation has been signed stating the hours of
operation will be from 10 am - 3 am daily, there will be licensed security present from 8 pm
- 3 am daily, alcohol service will end one hour before closing daily, & there will be a full
menu served from 10 am - 12 am and appetizers served until closing.

Motion # 99 - La Pantera 93 Bar Restaurant Corp.- 92-13 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson
Heights (New - Full Liquor)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Bill Bruno, to approve the
application was passed with 26 in Favor, 3 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.
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Gimega Corp. dba La Pequena Colombia - 83-27 Roosevelt Ave, Jackson Heights
(Corporate Change)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that
The committee recommends approval of a Corporate Change application for an existing
on-premise Full Liquor license for this applicant.

Motion # 100 - Gimega Corp. dba La Pequena Colombia - 83-27 Roosevelt Ave,
Jackson Heights (Corporate Change)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ed Westley, to approve the
application was passed with 28 in Favor, 1 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

View from the Chair

Frank Taylor, Chairman, said that life is short. Going after one another has to stop. There
are too many issues to deal with than to go after someone personally. Personal issues have
no place in the community. "If people agreed on everything this wouldn’t be America.” Mr.
Taylor said to look out for neighbors and hopefully, you will make a friend.

District Manager’s Report
District Manager Giovanna Reid reported that the Board has worked very diligently in 2023

and looks forward to a positive 2024. She wished all in attendance happy holidays and good
health.

Motion # 101 - Adoption of November 16, 2023, Monthly Minutes
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor, seconded by Arthur Teiler, was passed
unanimously.

Committee Reports

Nomination Committee

Vivian Dock, Co-Chair of the Nomination Committee, reported that the committee met on
December 12, 2023. The Officers of the Board will be the Chairperson, 1st Vice Chair, 2nd
Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and four Members at Large. Officers are elected for a
one-year term. No Officer elected may serve more than three consecutive terms in the same
office and shall not be eligible for re-election to the same office for two years.

Ed Kiernan, Co-Chair of the Nominating Committee, reported that the committee takes into
consideration attendance at committee and Board meetings. The committee decided on the
following slate to be voted on at the monthly meeting on January 18, 2024.

Chairperson - Frank Taylor

1°* Vice Chair - Dr. Laverne Nimmons
2" Vice Chair - Kevin Hughes-Noboa
Secretary - Richard Mullings
Treasurer - Jairo Rodriguez

Member at Large - Ulrick Gedeon
Member at Large - Tammy Rose
Member at Large - Fahad Solaiman
Member at Large - Pat Beckles

Any Board Member not on the slate can be nominated for any office from the floor by
another Board Member and seconded by another Board Member at the January 18"
meeting. Candidates nominated must accept the nomination.

Ms. Dock thanked the committee members, Fausto Rodriguez, David Rosero, Stephen
Kulhanek, Dorothy Phelan, and Margaret Dozier.

Queens Borough President's Office

A representative for the Queens Borough President's Office announced applications for
Community Board will be available on January 3, 2024. The deadline for applications will
be February 16, 2024. Any Board Member who needs to reapply will be contacted by email.
Board Members who have attended 50% or fewer of meetings will also be contacted.

819



December 21, 2023, Community Board 3 Full Board Meeting

Any questions contact Kahleel Bragg, Director for Community Boards:

kbragg@queensbp.org or call 718-286-2974.

On December 27, 2023, there will be a Kwanzaa Celebration at Queens Borough Hall at 6:00
pm.

Legislator’s Report

Assemblymember Steven Raga Office
A representative for Assemblymember Steven Raga, reported that in December the office

and Solution of Hunger collected over 100 pairs of socks for their Sock Drive.

Assy Raga also collected toys in partnership with the Child Center of New York.

Council Member Tiffany Caban Office
A representative for Council Member Tiffany Caban reported that Intro 1055 passed which

calls for DOE to report on the distribution of menstrual products and how they were made
available to students. Schools that do not make the products available will have to report
why.

Bill 0473 was passed which is a resolution calling for New York State legislators to pass and
for the governor to sign s1099 A1 1963 which would protect youth during custodial Police
interrogation.

In mid-November, there was a comprehensive vision released of improved Street Safety.
The plan outlines legislative and infrastructure improvements such as daylighting and Open
Streets. It addresses constituents’ concerns.

Every month there is an Immigration attorney in the office. An appointment is required.

On January 31, 2024, The Department of Buildings will be at the District Office. They will be
offering help with permits and building violation inspection procedures.

Assemblymember Jeffrion L. Aubry
Lili Pioche, representative for Assemblymember Jeffrion L. Aubry, said that Assy. Aubry
wishes everyone happy holidays.

Council Member Francisco Moya Office
Taquoia Jones, a representative for Council Member Francisco Moya, said that CM Moya
wishes everyone happy holidays.

Motion # 102 - To Adjourn
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor and seconded by Muquith Choudhury, to adjourn

the meeting, was unanimously passed. Adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by
Clara Colon
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