COMMUNITY BOARD No. 3, Q.

82-11 37" Avenue, Suite 606

Jackson Heights, New York 11372

Telephone: (718) 458-2707 Fax: (718) 458-3316
Website: queenscb3.cityofnewyork.us

Email: communityboard@gqueenscb3.cityofnewyork.us

May 22, 2025

ATTENDANCE

Pat Beckles

Ann Brown

Bill Bruno

Elba Buendia

Mark Buhrmester
Juan David Carvajal
Deborah Chang
Jessica Chakarji
Mugquith Choudhury
Marjorie Clarke Woolridge
Tenzin Damdul
Vivian Dock
Margaret Dozier
Renetta English
Oscar Escobar

Celso Garcia

Ulrick Gedeon
Abdur Rahim Howlader
Michael Johnson
Marta Lebreton
Birendra Manandhar
Wendy Petties
Dorothy Phelan

Jairo Rodriguez
Leoncio Romero
Jessica Rosario
Edmund Rosenbaum
David Rosero

Fahad Solaiman
Frank Taylor

Shanel Thomas-Henry
Arssath Uthumalebbe

ABSENT

Shiv Dass

Sonya Davis Roberts
Kara Heffernan
Kevin Hughes-Noboa
Stephen Kulhanek
Lindsey McCormack
Lisa Mesulam
Richard Mullings
Laverne Nimmons
Nuala O’Doherty
Gicel Perez
Potrirankamanis Queano Nur
Fausto Rodriguez
Tammy Rose

Dawn Siff

Jasmine Taveras
Arthur Teiler

Edwin Westley

Guests

.S 227Q Middle School - Helen Ponella, Principal
MTA Bus Redesign - Lucille Songhai, Assistant
Director of Government and Community Relations at
NYCT

Andrey Prigov, Senior Transportation Planner

Evan Mancini, Senior Transportation Planner
Langston Hughes Library - Wendy Petties

Please note: The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at 7 p.m.



May 22, 2025, Community Board 3 Full Board Meeting

Chairman Edmund Rosenbaum called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m. He welcomed all in
attendance at Community Board 3’s full board meeting at the Louis Armstrong School
Auditorium in East Elmhurst.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

MTA Queens Bus Network
David Kupferberg presented a counterpoint to the Queens Bus Network redesign highlighting
concerns with Q23 route changes not serving 7 train and issues with Q33/Q46 terminal switches.

PUBLIC INFORMATION

Langston Hughes Library
Board member Wendy Petties requested support for Langston Hughes Library fundraising event on

June 22nd,

LS 227Q Middle School
Principal Helen Ponella welcomed everyone to Louis Armstrong Middle School and shared the
school's history.She was [vBI]

MTA Queens Bus Redesign

Lucille Songhai, Andrey Prigov, and Evan Mancini presented the Queens Bus Network redesign
implementation schedule
e Implementation will occur in two phases: June 29th and August 31st, 2025
e Changes will affect 124 routes (94 local, 30 express) with expanded access to all-day
frequent service
e Route lookup tool and future trip planner available online for riders
e Customer ambassadors will be present at bus stops before and after changes
e Community members expressed concerns about elimination of bus stops
e (Questions raised about 111th Street train station access and safety concerns
e MTA explained Q14 will serve Corona Plaza as Q23 does currently
e Concerns about elimination of service on 29th Avenue in East Elmhurst
e Additional questions about bus timetables and schedules not being available before
implementation

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Land Use - Leoncio Romero, Chair

BSA Cal No. BZ 2025-06 - 88-02 Northern Blvd. Block: 1436, Lot: 1

This application seeks a special zoning resolution permit, on a site within R4/C1-2 zoning district,
for the operation of an accessory drive through facility operating in conjunction with an as of right
eating and drinking establishment.

Application seeks special zoning permit for drive-through facility

No changes requested, only 10-year extension of existing permit

Questions about drive-through safety and operation hours

Discussion about drive-through width constraints

Concerns about sound from menu board announcer and hours of operation
Questions about storage containers on property

Traffic Transportation - Frank Taylor, Chair
Outdoor Dining Sidewalk & Roadbed Applications:

Application #: 20240731040015 - La Hueca - 93-21 37th Ave, Jackson Heights
Frank Taylor, Chair of Traffic Transportation, reported that the applicant is seeking an Outdoor
Dining license. Mr. Taylor called upon the owner of La Hueca.

Application #: 20240722040005 - Café Y Algo Mas - 98-13 Astoria Blvd., East Elmhurst
Frank Taylor, Chair of Traffic Transportation, reported that the applicant is seeking an Outdoor

Dining license. Current enclosure will be replaced with chairs, umbrellas, and removable barriers.
Application includes 16ft x 17ft setup with 8ft pedestrian clearance

217



May 22, 2025, Community Board 3 Full Board Meeting

Application #: 20240801040019 - Raices Colombianas - 86-02 37th Ave, Jackson Heights

Frank Taylor, Chair of Traffic Transportation, reported that the applicant is seeking an Outdoor
Dining license. Mr. Taylor called upon the owner of Raices Colombianas

Application #: - 20240802040010 - Seba Seba - 79-28 37th Ave, Jackson Heights

Frank Taylor, Chair of Traffic Transportation, reported that the applicant is seeking an Outdoor
Dining license. Mr. Taylor called upon the owner of Seba Seba. Applicant requested permit for three
tables and met DOT requirements and ADA accessibility standards.

Business Economic Development. - Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair
S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications:

EBC 87 Inc. dba El Budare Café - 87-21 Roosevelt Ave Jackson Heights (New - Full Liq.)
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a New - Full Liquor. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner El Budare
Café but no one was present.

Cafetales Rest. Corp. dba Michelada House - 78-17 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Heights (Class
Change

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the

applicant is seeking a Class Change. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner Cafetales Rest.

Corp,

Angel Indian Restaurant Inc. - 75-18 37th Ave., Jackson Heights (New - Full Liquor)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a New - Full Liquor. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Angel
Indian. Owner requested upgrade from wine/beer to full liquor license

La Ricura Restaurant Bakery Corp. - 91-23 37th Ave., Jackson Heights (New -
Wine/Beer/Cider)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a New - Wine/Beer/Cider. Mr. Rosenbaum announced that it will be
tabled for next month.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chairman, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken by Secretary Mark Buhrmester.

Motion #34 - Adoption of the Agenda
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum seconded by Bill Bruno, was passed
unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Motion #35 - Land Use - Leoncio Romero, Chair

BSA Cal No. BZ 2025-06 - 88-02 Northern Blvd. Block: 1436, Lot: 1

This application seeks a special zoning resolution permit, on a site within R4/C1-2 zoning district,
for the operation of an accessory drive through facility operating in conjunction with an as of right
eating and drinking establishment.

Application seeks special zoning permit for drive-through facility

No changes requested, only 10-year extension of existing permit

Questions about drive-through safety and operation hours

Discussion about drive-through width constraints

Concerns about sound from menu board announcer and hours of operation
Questions about storage container on property
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Upon motion duly made by Leoncio Romero, seconded by Frank Taylor, to approve the
application was passed with 28 in Favor, 3 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Traffic Transportation - Frank Taylor, Chair
Outdoor Dining Sidewalk & Roadbed Applications:

Motion #36 - Application #: 20240731040015 - La Hueca - 93-21 37t Ave, Jackson Heights
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor, seconded by Marjorie Clarke Woolridge, to
approve the application was passed with 30 in Favor, 0 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Motion #37 - Application #: 20240722040005 - Café Y Algo Mas - 98-13 Astoria Blvd., East
Elmhurst

Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor, seconded by Jessica Chakarji, to approve the
application was passed with 31 in Favor, 0 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Heights
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor, seconded by Marjorie Clarke Woolridge, to

approve the application was passed with 31 in Favor, 0 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Motion #39 - Application #: - 20240802040010 - Seba Seba - 79-28 37th Ave, Jackson Heights
Upon motion duly made by Frank Taylor, seconded by Jessica Chakarji, to approve the
application was passed with 31 in Favor, 0 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Business Economic Development. - Edmund Rosenbaum - Chair

S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications:

Motion #40 - Cafetales Rest. Corp. dba Michelada House - 78-17 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson
Heights (Class Change)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Jessica Rosario, to approve the
application was passed with 30 in Favor, 1 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Motion #41 - Angel Indian Restaurant Inc. - 75-18 37th Ave., Jackson Heights (New - Full
Liquor)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Marjorie Clarke Woolridge, to
approve the application was passed with 30 in Favor, 1 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

Chairman’s Report
Mr. Rosenbaum welcomed everyone and talked about the upcoming Health Fair in Corona

and the Soapbox Derby on 23rd Avenue on June 14th. He mentioned Treasurer, Jairo
Rodriguez is collecting envelopes for Sunshine Fund to help cover refreshments for the
December and June meetings. The June meeting will be outdoors at Travers Park on
Wednesday, June 18, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.

In terms of outdoor dining, he noted that the new process also impacts businesses, as the
initial applications were due at the beginning of August 2024, a large number have not made
it from the Department of Transportation review to Community Board review to date, and
the outdoor dining season has already commenced. Those businesses must wait until next
season for action on their applications if they are able to sustain their businesses until that
time. He expressed the unfairness to a business that's trying to survive.

District Manager’s Report
District Manager Giovanna said that The City of New York is in the process of changing some

policies as relates to communities input as to how our neighborhoods and our local
governments run on May 28th. The charter revision Committee will be at Borough Hall and
said that the charter commission gives the rules and regulations as to how agencies function,
how the community overall in the City of New York, how local people can participate in
governance.

She also urged members of the community to participate in the Queens Pride Parade on June
1st where the CB3 will march along 37t Ave. Board members will be dressed in CB3 gear.
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She concluded her report with the board members’ birthdays for May.

Motion #42 Adoption of September 2024 and April 2025 Monthly Minutes
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Frank Taylor, was passed
unanimously.

Committee Reports

Health & Social Services Committee
Chair Health & Services, Vivian Dock made the following announcements:

e The Health and Social Service committee met on May 6t and 21st in planning the
annual Health Fair Expo 2025 planned for Saturday June 14th at the Corona Health
Center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The committee is still receiving donations.

e Participatory invites have been sent out to healthcare providers. The committee is
also in the process of planning the entertainment; refreshment donations for health
care providers participants and volunteers; breakfast and lunch items; raffle
donations; gift cards and other giveaway items for the community.

Next meetings are scheduled for June 5t, and June 12th

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. event offering free medical screenings, entertainment, and raffles
Committee seeking donations for refreshments, giveaways, and raffle items

DJ and volunteers secured, looking for additional volunteers for various roles

Legislator’s Report

Assemblymember Larinda Hooks
Community Liaison Keisha Barton reported that they just finished a community cleanup
around Jackson Heights, specifically 80t Street to Junction Blvd.

Bill A06781 - Last week, the New York State Assembly overwhelmingly approved Bill
A06781, which authorizes the city of New York to discontinue the use as parkland and
alienate certain land within Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Senator John Liu currently carries the park alienation bill in the Senate. By reclassifying this
underutilized land, we can transform the current parking lot into a 25-acre public park,
create 23,000 well-paying union jobs, and deliver much-needed upgrades to the local MTA
station. Furthermore, this development is expected to generate increased tax revenues,
create jobs, and stimulate economic investment in our community.

Budget:
Langston Hughes Community Library - Achieved a $110,000 restoration in funding,
boosting the library’s total budget to $222,500!

Dominico-American Society of Queens - Secured $90,000 in vital funding to expand
essential services for our district's low-income families and immigrant communities.

Elmcor Youth and Adult Activities - Received $75,000 in state funding to strengthen its
vital multi-service comprehensive programming that serves a broad and diverse spectrum
of people in the community.

Events:
HPD will be at the office on Wednesday, May 28th, from 12:00 to 3:00 PM and can assist with
applying for Affordable Housing, filing a Housing Complaint, resolving violations and more.

New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission will visit the office on May 29th from
12:00 to 2:00 p.m. © The TLC Express, a mobile van, will provide drivers with the opportunity
to receive on-site support from TLC staff, such as troubleshooting issues related to a TLC
driver or vehicle license, directly from TLC's electric sprinter van. They are also there to hear
about any ongoing community concerns.
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Queens Borough Presidents Office

Steeven Mendivelso reported that Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. plans to
host their Pride Month Kickoff on June 3 and Flag Raising Ceremony on June 11 at
Queensborough Hall.

Suit Up, Stand Up Pop-Up Closet Giveaway on Wednesday, June 4 at 11 a.m. at Corona Plaza,
40-04 National Street. Alongside Catalina Cruz's office, the team will be giving out clothes
and suits for those people who are looking for jobs.

Assemblymember Catalina Cruz
Deputy Chief of Staff, Evelyn Vasquez stated that their mobile office hours will be held at

Elmhurst Hospital Community Medical Center on May 27t% from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and
returning to Jackson Heights Library from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on May 29th,

They are also hosting a monthly mobile legal mobile clinic with NYLAG on June 4th from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The district office located at 4140 Junction Boulevard and they’re also
having an upcoming PET vaccine on June 7th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Park of the
Americas on 103rd and 41st Avenue.

They will be hosting our Annual Pride Prom for our youth from 14 to 20 years old at the
New York Hall Science on June 20th from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Samantha reported on the following updates:

For budget reconciliation, the Congresswoman has been working around the clock to
push back on Republicans cut to essential social programs such as kicking 13.7 million
Americans off their health insurance and cutting SNAP funding by 30%. The bill passed the
House early this morning.

Introduced the Defiance Act, a bipartisan bill that will create a civil right of action for the
victims of non-consensual deep fake pornography that will. The bill was led by
Representative Lauren Lee and Senators Durbin and Graham.

And lastly, the office is reaching out to small businesses in our district to learn how the
recently announced tariff policies are impacting local businesses, workers and

consumers. Responses are confidential and no personal information will be shared without
your permission. If you or anyone you know would like to take this survey, please let us
know and we can send you the link.

Due to staffing cuts at the IRS Pay Taxpayer Advocate Service, you may see slower
responses times in your requests. Please contact our office if you need any help regarding
your tax refund or any payment plan.

Assemblymember Steven Raga
John Bahia reported that the following events:

e Marching as an office Contingent at the Mass Beth Memorial Parade this Sunday,
May 25th at Walter Garland Park.

e Hosting their annual 3rd annual Asian American Pacific Islander Native Hawaiian
Heritage month celebration at P.S. 12 on Saturday, May 31 from 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.

e Co-sponsoring the Memorial Day March and commemorations with Community
Board 4 some members Catalina Cruz Council member Shaker Christian on May 26
starting at 10 a.m. in 9 Heroes Plaza and ending at 11:30 a.m. at ElImhurst Memorial
Hall.

Council Member Francisco Moya

Taquioa reported that the following events:

On May 2, 2025, Council Member Moya delivered on his promise as the first 880 affordable
homes at Willets Point move closer to reality with the tapping out of the first two buildings.
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Also, the deadline for NYC property tax lien sales has been extended to June 2, so if you are
behind on payments and you may qualify for tax exemptions or pay or a payment plan.

Also, Council Member Moya has signed on to Intro 1114. This bill requires DOT to maintain
an online tracker update updated three times a year with details on all active public facing
capital projects.

Council Member Moya's Movie Nights. It will be this Saturday, May 24th at Hinton Park
starting at 7pm then next Friday we will have our Moya Community Day and Drive In
Movie Night at the Hall of Science.

Mayor’s Office
Meghan Yuan reported the following:

Since the last year May 2024 the Mayor shut down nearly a 1400 illegal smoke shops, with
thanks to this operation padlock to protect this program.

NYC Small Business Expo - SBS is holding this big expo to provide a variety of the free
information resources and director service to all the needs of the small business citywide
on May 29th. Time is 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 415 Fifth Avenue.

Motion #43 - To Adjourn
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum and seconded by Bill Bruno, to adjourn the
meeting, was unanimously passed. Adjourned at 9:54 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by
Frederick Marfil

Reviewed and Edited by
Mark Buhrmester, Board Secretary
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