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September 18, 2025, Community Board 3 Full Board Meeting

Chairman Edmund Rosenbaum called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. He welcomed all in
attendance at Community Board 3’s full board meeting at the Renaissance Charter School
in Jackson Heights.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Queens Bus Redesign

East Elmhurst resident Juanita Faulkner expressed her frustration regarding the new route
for the Q19 and Q23 buses. Faulkner mentioned that many senior citizens have been affected
by the change and cannot attend church service due to the lack of service via 29th Ave. She
urged the community to voice their concerns with MTA.

Flushing Meadows NYC Soap Box Derby
Board member Marta Lebreton announced that they are starting to fundraise for the

upcoming year. By raising $2,000, Imani’s sister raced their car and had the opportunity to
compete in Ohio.

Patrick Beckles Scholarship Cruise
Board member and President of the Ditmars Blvd. Block Association, Frank Taylor

announced an upcoming fundraising event aboard the Skyline Princess at the Queens Marina
on October 11th, 85% of the collection will go towards scholarships for enrolled seniors at
the college of their choice.

Honorees include Rev. Patrick H. Young and former Assemblymember Jeffrion L. Aubry. The
cruise will departat 11:30 a.m. and will tour for 5 hours around NYC. It will feature two open
bars, dinner, blue jazz band, and a cigar lounge.

PUBLIC INFORMATION

State Senator Jessica Ramos

Funding
SED

e $20K Per Scholas - Educational Programming - Funding will support programs for
workforce development and job training in the tech industry

e $12,500 Queens Borough Public Library - Lefrak City Branch

e $30K The Midtown Management Group Inc. - Educational Programming - The
program gives students in Senate District 13 an inside view of creative careers

Public Protection
e $50k Make the Road NY (Immigrant Legal Services)

e $55k Make the Road NY (Tenant Services)

Housing
e $35k Make the Road NY - Funds will provide tenant services for Low-income and

Immigrant New Yorkers in Senate District 13
e $65K Neighborhood Housing Services of Queens CDC, Inc.

Health
e $20K APICHA Community Health Center

2024 Legislative Session Wins
The following Bills were signed by the Governor:
e S$8203 - Eliminates the two-year restriction on temporary retail permits for

applications subject to the 500-foot law

e S8358C - The Retail Worker Safety Act requires retail worker employees to develop
and implement programs to prevent workplace violence
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The following Bills Passed Both Houses:

e S1974A - Relates to contracted network pharmacy use

e S3065B - Relates to requiring training to reduce abusive conduct and bullying in the
workplace

e S5081C - Establishes the warehouse worker injury reduction program

e S6635 - Relates to claims for mental injury premised upon extraordinary work-
related stress incurred at work

e S7676B - Establishes contract requirements for contracts involving the creation and
use of digital replicas

e S8602 - Provides certain exemptions for individuals having entered into a contract
to play baseball at the minor league level and who are compensated pursuant to the
terms of a collective bargaining agreement

2025 Legislative Session Priorities

e S8993A Jobs and Housing - Pilot program to develop and/or redevelop housing
that is affordable to individuals earning up to 165% of the area median income,
adjusted for family size. We ask for $1B appropriation that would go to developing
new co-op/affordable multifamily housing and rehabbing existing co-op housing.

e S1976B Treatment Not Jails - proposes a collaborative, humane, and ultimately,
sustainable alternative for our community-members who are involved in the
criminal legal system due to such underlying mental health and substance use
challenges. This bill will dramatically expand access to New York “diversion courts.”

e S1604F TEMP - Provides for the regulation of indoor and outdoor worksites with
temperature protection standards and education, training and reporting
requirements to ensure that employers provide safe conditions for their employees.

e S9840 Temporary Disability Insurance (TDI) - Two-way agreement - Raises the
TDI benefit cap for the first 12 weeks of disability leave with a schedule in place and
for weeks 13-26, effective January 1, 2026, and each succeeding year thereafter, the
benefit shall increase to 30 percent of the employee’s AWW capped at 30 percent of
the SAWW. Includes intermittent leave, max employee contribution rate is $2.20,
and temporary PFL coverage for stillbirth.

e $4883 Early Learning Child Care Act - imposes a payroll tax on certain employers
to address childcare affordability, accessibility, and quality for families with children
under five years of age; establishes the early learning childcare fund; establishes the
early learning childcare program to provide subsidies to covered children to attend
early learning childcare programs; establishes the New York state childcare board

¢ S3192 Unemployment Bridge Program/ Digital Ad Tax - Establishes a fund to
provide wage replacement to workers who do not qualify for UI or other worker
wage assistance programs and who have lost a major source of income due to lost
work; $500M funded by the "Digital Ad Tax Act (DATA)"

e S$2515C Scramble Crosswalks - Mandates scramble crosswalks weekdays 8am-
4pm leading to and from schools in cities of 1M or more

PUBLIC HEARINGS

FY2027 Capital & Expense Proposed Budget - (Elba Buendia, Pat Beckles, Co-Chairs)
Community Board 3 held a public hearing concerning the Capital and Expense Budget for the fiscal
year 2027. A key responsibility of Community Boards is the preparation of the Capital and Expense
Budget priorities and requests. The process allows the community to make its needs known to
agency decision-makers and elected officials. It also assures that local neighborhood concerns are
considered when the City allocates its resources and services.

Co-Chair Pat Beckles invited the community to comment in terms of proposals, additions, and
deletions on the proposed budget.
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e 90th Street playground redesign questioned by resident who observed no
significant deterioration requiring capital investment

e Parents provided contradictory feedback indicating actual need for playground
improvements despite visible assessment

e Protected bike lane network proposed for 34th Avenue from Junction Boulevard to
114th Street to enhance cycling safety

e Initiative would create parking-protected lanes allowing safe access to Flushing
Meadows Park for youth cyclists

e Current single-lane traffic configuration already accommodates reduced vehicle
capacity on 34th Avenue

e FY 2026 Expense Budget addressed operational improvements and maintenance
issues affecting daily community life

e Library extended hours to 10pm requested to support working families and provide
childcare alternatives during peak need periods

e Increased parks maintenance specifically targeting Travers Park due to
documented sanitation issues including human waste in toddler areas

e Streetlighting improvements urgently needed on 73rd Street between 37th Avenue
creating criminal activity zones due to inadequate illumination

e Homeless services outreach expansion requested for Diversity Plaza and former
Marriott hotel location with inadequate current service levels

Listed below are Community Board 3’s priorities for last year.

Capital Budget Priorities FY 2026 - Adopted 10/2024

Priority Description

Construct new Hospital in Corona/East Elmhurst area

Upgrade sewer infrastructure from combined to dedicated system. (NEW)
Construct Affordable Housing for middle- and low-income families.
Construct Affordable Housing for middle- and low-income seniors.
Redesign and Renovate 90t Street playground.

Dredge Flushing Bay to reduce odors and improve water flow.

No vk WNPRE

Construct a new building and expand the capacity of the Jackson Heights Regional
Library.

8. Repair railing/fencing at Flushing Bay Promenade.
Street lighting on 73rd Street between 37t Avenue and Broadway.

***Resurface Junction Blvd. to 114th street. Junction Blvd. between Northern and
Roosevelt Avenues, 37th Ave from Junction Blvd. to 114th Street, 82nd Street from
Roosevelt Ave to the BQE, Roosevelt Ave from 114th to 69th Streets and Astoria
Blvd. from 69t to 114th Streets. (Continued Support)

10. Construct new School facilities in CB3, especially Early Childhood Centers and a
High School at Willets Point and the former DiBlasi Ford site.

11. Construct Library in Northwest Sector of CB3. The Lexington School for the Deaf
should be considered as a site. Also, the southwest sector.

12. Traffic Study of the Grand Central Parkway exit located at 114t Street and
Northern Blvd.

13. Fund a traffic study at the entrance of 114th Street and Astoria Blvd.

14. Beautify the center mall on Astoria Blvd. Plant shrubs and trees to increase
greenery.

15. Beautify the center mall on 34th Avenue from 112th — 114th Streets. Plant shrubs
and trees to expand greenery.

16. Develop unused property located near the 94t Street entrance to the GCP for a
dog park/sitting area.

17. Redesign Step Street at Butler/Ditmars Blvd. and 25t Ave.
18. Expand Corona Library. (NEW)
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19. Employ interim measures to control floatable waste going into the Flushing Bay
and restore the wetlands.

20. Upgrade and Expand Veterans Memorial Park (32nd Ave & 94t Street) sitting
area to a recreational space for children and adults.

21. FDNY Station 307/154 - Upgrade kitchen
22. Add streetlights for Junction Blvd. to Roosevelt Ave

23. Restore bathrooms near the marina restaurant located on the Malcolm X
Promenade. Construct additional facilities along the promenade.

24. Re-evaluate traffic conditions along 75t to 78th Streets and 31st Ave.

25. Construct a performing arts center in Jackson Heights that will accommodate
seating for three hundred.

26. Upgrade Gorman Playground, Phase 2 (Multiple purpose area, basketball, and
volleyball courts). The court requires maintenance and a new gate.

27. Upgrade Northern Playground, Phase 2 (Multiple purpose area, basketball and
volleyball courts). Maintenance is needed and a gate at the handball court.

28. Rehab ramp and railings underneath Marina.
29. Provide funding for curb only repair.

30. Upgrade Northern Playground (Including play equipment, restrooms, sitting area)
Make it more colorful.

31. Repair/Replace Decorative Pavers at Flushing Bay Promenade (Trip Hazard).

32. Purchase a Medical Services Vehicle - FDNY/EMS for the Borough of Queens (for
ten patients at a time can be attended to on the mobile vehicle) Existing vehicle is
over 29 years old.

33. Purchase for FDNY - Mutual Aid Rapid Response Vehicle - For city wide use state
of the art vehicle that will transport equipment and supplies in emergency
situations.

34. At EMS Unit 406 - Upgrade men’s locker room and shower.

35. Upgrade Gorman Park multipurpose area and exercise equipment (chin up bars,
etc.) adjacent to the men’s room.

36. Upgrade Louis Armstrong Playground at P.S. 143 (including spray shower)

37. Upgrade Private William Gray Park (98 St. between N. B. and 32nd Ave - play
equipment, plantings and replace benches.

38. Replace sidewalks at Landing Lights A.

39. Repair raised pavers at Flushing Bay Promenade that is due to overgrown tree
roots. (Potential trip hazards)

40. Build a Recreational Center in Jackson Heights. (NEW)

41. Purchase a Bariatric Ambulance Unit.

FY2026 EXPENSE BUDGET PRIORITIES - Adopted 10/2024

Priority Description

1. Install permanent air monitors in the neighborhoods of Jackson Heights and East
Elmhurst located near LaGuardia Airport.

2. Improve access to government services and information by sharing 311 data with
Community Boards. Increase funding for rodent abatement

3. Restore litter basket collections to three times per day in our commercial strips -
37th Ave; Junction Blvd; Roosevelt Ave; Northern Blvd; 103rd Street; and 74th
Street; Astoria Blvd., 73rd and 72nd Streets in Jackson Heights. Hire additional
personnel for 11am - 7pm shift to increase litter basket patrol truck service
particularly during weekends.
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Restore our full complement of NYPD personnel, NCO(s), administrative aides,
custodial services, and school safety guards.

Keep Queens Libraries Open 7 Days a week with one late night closing at 10:00pm.
Due to the rise of food insecurity, additional pantries and resources are warranted.
Restore Day Care slots and After-School programs.

Provide funding for weekly power-washing of Roosevelt Ave, Junction Blvd. and
Diversity Plaza. (NEW)

9. Restore and Increase funding for youth, adult and senior programming in Jackson
Heights, North Corona, and East Elmhurst.

11. Increase funding to provide additional cleaning services to Roosevelt Ave. from 69t
to 114th Streets.

12. Install free Wi-Fi in CB3 parks and plazas.

13. Hire interpreter for Chinese, Bangali and other languages that can be deployed
onsite to nonprofit, social service contractors, including food pantries, housing,
counseling and senior centers. (NEW)

14. Increase funding for sanitation MLP services

15. Provide funding for home-based services within the confines of QCB3. (NEW)

16. Increase in Park maintenance personnel. Hire Park associates for PS 127 and
Junction Blvd. assistant gardener.

17. Increase Graffiti removal programs.
18. Re-establish Neighborhood Business Development programs.

19. Increase DEP inspectorial personnel to address dumping and other environmental
infractions in Flushing Bay

20. Hire additional DOT personnel to install, replace traffic/street signs, repair
potholes, striping and studies.

21. Increase staffing levels for DOB Compliance Unit.

22. Increase inspectorial staffing levels for HPD (Housing Preservation and
Development)

23. Hire additional Consumer Affairs agents to conduct night and weekend street
vending inspections.

24. Hire additional Department of Health Inspectors to perform night inspections.

25. Provide funding to increase NORC (Naturally Occurring Retirement Community)
programming in CB3.

26. Install cameras at the overpasses located at 27t and 31st Drive on Ditmars Blvd.

27. Increase funding to hire additional traffic enforcement agents to address double
parking and other traffic infractions.

28. Provide and increase funding for the STEAM program within CB3.

29. Provide a more accessible separate independent electrical source at the
performance area/stage in Travers Park.

Business Economic Development. - Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair

S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications:

Whitexicans Restaurant & Bar Corp.- 81-15 Northern Blvd. Jackson Heights, (New - Full
Liquor)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a New - Full Liquor. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of
Whitexicans Restaurant.

The establishment aims to serve modern Mexican fusion cuisine, and their hours of
operation are Monday - Thursday: 11 a.m. - 12 a.m.; Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. - 3 a.m.
and Sunday: 10 a.m. - 2 a.m.
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Café 593 Corp. dba Amor Sport Bar - 37-64 103rd Street, Corona, (Method of Operation
Change)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the
applicant is seeking a Method of Operation Change. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner
Amor Sport Bar. The business has been open for 2 years and the current operating hours
are 8 am. - 11 p.m. daily. They are requesting to extend their closing hours to 5 a.m.

Yenni's Corner Corp. dba Asadero La Fogata - 84-01 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, (New -
Full Liquor)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the

applicant is seeking a New - Full Liquor. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Asadero

La Fogata.

The applicant states that the premise is a family oriented Colombian restaurant with hours
of operation: Monday - Thursday: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m,; Friday and Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 a.m.; Sunday:
9am.-11p.m.

Encebollados Don Raul Corp. - 94-23 37th Ave., Jackson Heights (New - Wine/Beer/Cider)
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the applicant is
seeking a New - Wine/Beer/Cider. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner and representative, but
no one was present.

The Original American Chicken & Bakery Intl Corp. - 78-07 37th Ave., Jackson Heights (New -
Wine/Beer/Cider)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the applicant is
seeking a New - Wine/Beer/Cider. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner and representative, but
no one was present.

El Rubio Café Inc. dba Café Rubio Restaurant 98-05/07 Northern Blvd., Corona (Method of
Operation Change)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair of the Business Economic Committee, reported that the applicant is
seeking a Method of Operation Change. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner and representative,
but no one was present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chairman, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was taken by Secretary Mark Buhrmester.

Motion #58 - Adoption of the Agenda
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum seconded by Marjorie Clarke Woolridge,
was passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Business Economic Development. - Edmund Rosenbaum - Chair
S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications:

Motion #59 - Whitexicans Restaurant & Bar Corp.- 81-15 Northern Blvd. Jackson Heights,
(New - Full Liquor)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Bill Bruno, to approve the
application was passed with 25 in Favor, 4 Opposed and 1 Abstention.

The board recommends approval of an application for an on-premise full liquor license for
this applicant provided that a stipulation has been signed stating that the hours of
operation will be Monday to Thursday from 11 a.m. - 12 a.m., Friday and Saturday from 10
a.m. - 3 a.m., and Sunday from 10 a.m. - 2 a.m. Alcohol service will end one hour prior to
closing from Friday to Sunday, licensed security as needed on weekends and there will be
food service at all times.

Motion #60 - Café 593 Corp. dba Amor Sport Bar - 37-64 103rd Street, Corona, (Method of
Operation Change)
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Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Bill Bruno, to disapprove the
application was passed with 33 in Favor, 0 Opposed and 1 Abstention.

The board recommends disapproval of an application for a method of operation change for
an existing on-premises wine, beer, & cider license due to evidence contrary to applicants’
statements and NYPD actions.

Motion #61 - Yenni's Corner Corp. dba Asadero La Fogata - 84-01 Northern Blvd., Jackson
Heights, (New - Full Liquor)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Bill Bruno, to approve the
application was passed with 32 in Favor, 3 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.

The board recommends approval of an application for an on-premise full liquor license for
this applicant.

Chairman’s Report
Mr. Rosenbaum acknowledged the passing of former board chair Grace Lawrence and

celebrated her life at the Church of Grace and the Resurrection. He also thanked the board
members who attended July’s public hearing regarding the Park Site Selection - ULURP
Number: C250297PCQ.

District Manager’s Report
Giovanna Reid reported on the following:

e Grace Lawrence Memorial - planning honors former board chair who served the
community for nearly 70 years until passing at age 98. Lawerence served as
Community Board chair 2009-2012 during critical community development period.
She was also instrumental in developing Langston Hughes Library and Cultural center
in Corona. "Amazing Grace" street signage will be proposed at the 34th Avenue corner
on her residential block to permanently recognize community contributions.

¢ Jimmy Smith Memorial consideration is underway recognizing another long-term
community leader's decades of service. Initiative reflects board commitment to
honoring trailblazers who dedicated 40-50 years to community board service
representing era.

e Airbag Theft - NYPD has alerted that airbags are being stolen in the neighborhood
and noted to make sure your cars are secured. Inspector Cordano of the 115t Precinct
will be able to explain in depth in next month’s meeting.

e The Junction Boulevard Health Center is currently closed due to renovations, and
it will reopen in December.

e She concluded her report with the board members’ birthdays for September.

Motion #62 Adoption of November 2024 Monthly Minutes
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ann Brown, was passed

unanimously.

Motion #63 Adoption of June 2025 Monthly Minutes
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ann Brown, was passed
unanimously.

Motion #64 Adoption of July 2025 Monthly Minutes

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ann Brown, was passed
unanimously.

Legislator’s Report

Queens Borough Presidents Office

Michael Carlier introduced the new QBP liaison, Jorge Chuqui who made the following
announcements:

¢ Monthly Parent Advisory Meetings are back. Please stand by for updates on the
date and agenda of their October meeting.

e Caribbean Heritage Celebration - Tuesday, September 23rd at 6 p.m. at the
Queens Museum Flushing Meadows Corona Park
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Mexican Independence Day Celebration - Thursday, September 25th 6 p.m. at
Queens Borough Hall in Kew Gardens.

Queens Climate Expo - Saturday, September 27th from 4 -7p.m. at the New York
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th Street in Corona.

Queens High School Fair - Tuesday, September 30 at 5 p.m. at Queens Borough
Hall, 120-55 Queens Blvd. in Kew Gardens.

Please RSVP to any of these events on their website at queensbp.nyc.gov

Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Samantha reported on the following updates:

Student Loan Webinar - focuses on the new rules, risks, and relief options for
student loans now and into 2026. Watch the full webinar via YouTube at the Rep
AOC Channel.

Mobile office hours were held at the office of Assemblywoman Larinda Hooks and
Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz. These mobile hours help connect more directly with
the community and offer convenient access to their services.

The Congressional App Challenge is currently underway. This is Congress’s
premier STEM competition for middle and high school students, where thousands of
young computer scientists compete by designing and creating apps. Winners will
have the incredible opportunity to visit the Capitol and showcase their applications
to members of Congress and other participants. The challenge will run until October
30th. Students interested in participating can sign up at
congressionalappchallenge.us.

Know Your Rights - if anyone has an upcoming immigration court appointment,
please review the legal resources available online, and if you are a constituent,
consider preemptively signing a DHS Homeland Security privacy release form to
help them better assist you.

Military Service Academies - their office is currently accepting applications for
nominations until October 30th.

Assemblymember Steven Raga
John Bahia reported that the following events:

New Office - located at 60-10 Queens Boulevard in Woodside starting October 1st
3rd annual Little Manila Community Cleanup on Saturday, October 4th in
Woodside from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Hispanic Heritage Month celebration on Saturday, October 11th with pending
details on the time and location.

Filipino American History Month celebration on Saturday, October 18th in
Elmhurst, Queens. Partnering with the Office of the Queensborough President, NAFA
New York and FONS and Metro New York.

Motion #65 - To Adjourn

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum and seconded by Bill Bruno, to adjourn the
meeting, was unanimously passed. Adjourned at 9:12 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by
Frederick Marfil

Reviewed and Edited by
Mark Buhrmester, Board Secretary
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