Community Board 3, Queens

 Land Swap Resolution

Whereas, LaGuardia Airport lies within the boundary of Community Board 3.

Whereas, the noise, air pollution, water pollution, congestion, and traffic caused by the operation of the airport has a significant negative impact on the lives of our 160,000 residents.

Whereas we live with the ever-present danger from airborne disasters.

Whereas, many of our residents work at the airport or in airport related jobs.

Whereas, most of our residents use airport facilities.

Whereas the land on which the airport operates is currently owned by the city of New York.

Whereas, much discussion has taken place about trading the land under LaGuardia Airport (as well as Kennedy Airport) for the land at the former site of the World Trade Center.

Whereas the change of ownership to a bi-state Agency, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, will change our oversight responsibilities on the land.

Whereas the Airport has repeatedly expanded over the years.

Therefore Community Board 3, resolves that:

1.	A representative of Community Board 3 be invited to attend all meetings dealing with a change of ownership of the land under LaGuardia Airport.

2.	That land use review procedures similar to those that exist under ULURP be stipulated as part of any land exchange.

3.	That the airport’s borders be precisely detailed in any agreement, in particular, as it borders Flushing Bay, Grand Central Parkway, the Promenade Park, and   ?? Bay.

4.	That the space currently used as Little League facilities on the western end of the property be retained by the city and deeded to youth sports, initially to be under the jurisdiction of the Elmjack Little League.

5.	That the land west of the ElmJack fields be retained as parkland.

6.	That a path be provided around the northern border of the airport as public space, this path to be built when funds, health, and security make the development practicable.

7.	That changes to the land and sea access to the airport be done after consultation and in consideration of community needs.

8.	That the Port Authority become an active community member, participating and contributing to the civic, education, and business life of our community.

9.	That the Port Authority provide community residents with notification of the direction and duration of flights taking off from LaGuardia, this to provide our residents with the ability to prepare for the noise and other impacts.

10.	That the Port Authority consider the Flushing Bay sight values to East Elmhurst residents when doing construction at LaGuardia, and seek to remove existing blockages when practicable.

11.	That the Port Authority continues to maintain the park land adjacent to Grand Central Parkway in a pristine and beautiful condition.

12.	That the Port Authority cooperate with the Parks Department and others on the creation of a bike lane on the northern side of Grand Central Parkway.

13.	That before the transfer takes effect the “Finger” be removed from Flushing Bay.

14.	That Community Board 3 receive a copy of all planning and budget documents relating to LaGuardia Airport.

