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Renetta English, Chair, asked for a moment of silence to remember all the people who have 
passed away due to COVID-19.  
 
Ms. English called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed all in attendance. Roll 
call was taken at that time. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION  
 
Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez  
Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez announced that the House passed the Dream Act, 
which is a major step to get a path to citizenship for millions of people. She said that they just 
passed The Violence Against Women Act and The American Rescue Plan (i.e., the COVID-19 
Stimulus Package). They are currently working to pass The Farm Workers Act, The US 
Citizenship Act and introduce The Citizenship for Essential Workers Act.  
 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez announced that there will be stimulus checks of $1400 per 
person which includes college students, adults with disabilities, and children. People who 
did not get stimulus checks the first time will receive one this time around. 
 
The Congresswoman and Senator Chuck Schumer have been working closely with FEMA to 
authorize funeral reimbursement expenses. Funeral expenses can be reimbursed by FEMA 
in amounts up to $9,000 per case for anyone who lost a loved one during the pandemic. She 
noted that FEMA is setting the rules. 
 
The Small Business Administration (SBA) is distributing PPP loans. Anyone who has been 
having trouble with a bank, or securing a PPP loan, the SBA is authorized to cut checks until 
March 31, 2021. 
 
Board Member Nuala O’Doherty said that the AirTrain is going to impact the community in 
a negative way and asked if there is a way to stop it and make the focus on building 
infrastructure that will help the community.  
 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez said that she has been opposed to the AirTrain project 
because of how they rerouted it. It does not cut down on the commute times for people and 
poses a lot of disruption to the community. She said her office has submitted several letters 
to the FAA and that they are trying to see what can be done on the Federal level. She added 
that it looks like it’s going to require some State level intervention.  
 
Board Member Lobsang Salaka asked how the uptick of Asian hate crimes will be addressed.  
 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez said they are reaching out to the Asian community leaders, 
small businesses and stakeholders to make sure they feel supported and protected. They 
have to figure out what changes to make so that no one is targeted and the community can 
move forward.  
 
Chairperson Renetta English asked about assistance for the 16 business owners that were 
affected by the fire on 74th Street in Jackson Heights.  
 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez said they want to make sure they have access to PPP and that 
they want to help the owners with insurance companies if they are having any trouble with 
getting reimbursed or not having supporting documents.  
 
Dilan Badshah, resident, asked about plans to help with illegal immigration.  
 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez said there are a lot of immigration proposals like The Promise 
Act, which contains a lot of relief for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) members of the 
community.  
 
Board Member Marlene Tapper said she is concerned about what Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson has done regarding Roe v. Wade and asked if Congress is going to do something 
to stop other Governors from following him.  
 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez said the Governors are trying to test the limits of the Federal 
Law and that they are structuring changes to force it to go through the courts.  
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She said she has been working with Congressman Mondaire Jones to make sure that there 
are responsible people not only in the Court hearings but also out protecting the people.  
 
District Manager Giovanna Reid spoke for Board Member Shiv Dass and the 74th Street 
Merchants.  Ms. Reid said that the 74th Street Merchants were impacted by the fire on March 
5, 2021. Some of the businesses will not be able to return because they don’t have enough 
funding to re-establish themselves and that many of them are not eligible for grants. Ms. Reid 
said that the 74th Street Merchants would be most appreciative of any assistance.  
 
Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez said her office is looking into all resources for the merchants 
and asked that all in attendance to keep her office informed of any opportunities they can 
lend support.  
 
Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz  
Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz reported that during the pandemic her office was turned into 
a food pantry and gave away approximately 250,000 meals and that they are now shutdown 
because the non-profit partner ran out of funding. She noted that she is working on The 
Nourish NY program, a bill that will create a permanent source of food to go from upstate 
down to food pantries in the community and into the hands of the people that need it. 
 
Assy. Cruz said her office helped thousands get their unemployment approved and have been 
assisting with residents facing eviction. She said that Corona has the highest eviction rate in 
Queens and her office is working on that issue.  
 
Assy. Cruz along with Assembly Members Jessica González-Rojas and Jeffrion Aubry stood 
together to demand that the Governor and Mayor increase vaccination sites in the 
community. She added that Jackson Heights’ seniors have a tough time getting their 
vaccinations and that when they do find an appointment, it is nowhere near their 
neighborhood. Assy. Cruz went on to say that she is working on increasing vaccination access 
in the community and noted that her office is helping seniors and Government employees to 
get their vaccinations. 
 
Assy. Cruz has two bills that are helping small businesses get back on their feet.  One is a tax 
incentive in the case that someone hires a worker that lost their job because of COVID-19. 
The other bill is to provide an out when the business is no longer able to get out of a rental 
contract. 
 
Assy. Cruz passed two bills to help seniors. One bill proposes a taskforce that will look at 
whether or not to the State is meeting the needs of all seniors that live in housing facilities 
or at home. The second bill will make senior identity theft a form of elder abuse.  
 
Assy. Cruz announced that every Thursday at her office, from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., there is 
free COVID testing.  
 
Assy. Cruz announced that there will be a virtual job fair with the Queens Borough 
President’s Office.  
 
Assy. Cruz announced and invited all in attendance to volunteer for their fourth Community 
Cleanup.  
 
Sumana Harihareswara, resident, said that New York State says that people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities, including Down syndrome, are eligible for the vaccine.  But, 
there is no clear list of which intellectual and developmental disabilities count.  
 
Assy. Cruz said she will work to get an answer from the Government but if anyone has any 
follow up questions they can contact her directly.  
 
Board Member Mark Buhrmester asked for the status of The New York for All Act. 
 
Assy. Cruz said that The New York for All Act passed the Co-Committee and it’s now with the 
Ways & Means Committee, which probably means it will hopefully make it to the floor and 
pass.  
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Board Member Frank Taylor asked Assy. Cruz to speak about the AirTrain and air quality.  
 
Assy. Cruz said that there will probably be an opportunity to take another look at the project, 
which will give the community a second chance to have more input. “The AirTrain as well as 
the air quality affects my neighbors as well as me.” 
 
Kevin Hughes-Noboa, Secretary, asked a question for a resident. “How old do you have to be 
to get tested for COVID-19? Does a minor need identification or does a parent or guardian 
needs to be present?”  
 
Assy. Cruz said to reach out to her office and they will find out how or if a minor can get 
tested without parent consent. 
 
Covid-19 One Year Later – Dr. Masci, Elmhurst Hospital  
Dr. Joseph R. Masci, MD, FACP & Chairman of Global Health at Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
responded to a list of questions provided to him in advance. 
 

 What was learned about COVID-19 after one year?  
“A lot of things were learned. But the most important thing that was learned is how 
genetically unstable the virus is. It mutates more frequently than influenza. We are not 
seeing much of an impact of immunity or weakening of the virus, which is concerning.” 
 

 What are the current numbers of COVID patients entering the hospital? 
“Elmhurst Hospital varies from 1-to-5 people getting admitted every day. The hospital 
is not overwhelmed but the numbers are very concerning. With the spring recess, 
holidays and, especially, travel that has begun to pick up, there might be a spike again. 
In New York, particularly in communities of Elmhurst, Jackson Heights and Corona, the 
numbers have come down a lot but leveled off. The numbers haven’t continued to go 
down.” 

 
 Are there concerns about the infection rates in East Elmhurst, North Corona and 

Jackson Heights?  
“There is concern because the infection rate is higher than in most of New York. It’s 
overall been a reflection of home living situations where there is overcrowding. 
Crowding of households is extremely dangerous in terms of these respiratory viruses 
that can be transmitted. This is an epidemic that occurs in crowded parts of the world, 
including in New York and in our neighborhood because it spreads so easily from person 
to person.” 

 
 Why are individuals who've received the vaccine still getting sick? 

“People are not getting sick after receiving the vaccine. After weeks of vaccinations 
virtually nobody has been hospitalized with COVID-19.  It’s important for everyone to 
get vaccinated.” 

 
 What are the differences between the three vaccines that are currently on the 

market? 
“The three that are used in the United States right now are from Moderna, Pfizer and 
Johnson & Johnson. Pfizer and Moderna are basically identical. They don’t have a virus 
in them. What they have in them is the ability to make the spike protein which allows 
the body to block the virus from entering cells. Pfizer and Moderna were able to be rolled 
out quickly because the technique was well-known for decades.” 
 
“The Johnson & Johnson vaccine is similar to the one that they created for the Ebola 
outbreak in Africa. It’s a little different but effective. It is absolutely not harmful. It's just 
a different technique for a vaccine.” 
 
“Typically, there are no side effects. But after the second dose it's not unusual to have 
fever or muscle aches like the flu for a day or two. It’s unpleasant but it's also a good 
sign. It indicates that the body is actually accumulating antibodies for the virus from the 
first dose.” 
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 What is herd immunity and will we reach herd immunity? 
“Herd immunity is reached when enough of a population is immune to an infection that 
you can prevent significant individual to individual transmission. What is not known is 
how much of the population has to be immune to coronavirus in order to get herd 
immunity.” 
 

 Will booster shots be required? 
“It depends on whether the vaccine causes immunity to last. It also depends on if the new 
variants strains are resistant to the vaccine.” 
 

 Should people with allergies take the vaccine?  
“Yes. Of the first two million people who got the vaccine, only eight of them had a major 
allergic reaction requiring hospitalization or an EpiPen. That is about the same 
percentage as it is for flu vaccine.” 

 
 After being vaccinated should we still practice social distancing in the work 

environment?  
“Yes, for now. In a few months it will be clearer whether masks and social distancing are 
necessary.” 

 
 Do we really know how long the vaccine will last? 

“No. But, data from Mayo Clinic looks promising that the vaccine has an effect that will 
last.” 

 
 When eating in public restaurants, is it safe to remove your mask? 

“There are restaurants that have good air handling, and some don't have good air 
handling. It is riskier to eat inside a restaurant without a mask than eating outside 
without a mask.” 

 
 What about the proposed pill to take when you get COVID-19? 

“There is an experimental drug that is not FDA approved yet. In early studies of people 
who were symptomatic, the pill reduced the amount of virus in those relatively quickly 
– after five days. It may turn out to be a helpful strategy with fewer people needing to 
be hospitalized as more people who do need treatment can be treated at home; however, 
when there is a preliminary study there is a long waiting process.” 

 
“If any of this is sounding a little bit concerning based on what you're hearing in the press, I 
don't want you to be overly concerned. But I do want you to be wise to the fact that we're really 
still at the beginning of this. This is a year old with a new virus that we never dealt with before 
and with new vaccines. It is a very, very dangerous virus. We know we've lost more people to 
this than we lost in World War II. It's really important to stay abreast of this information and 
if you haven't been vaccinated to think hard about getting vaccinated when it becomes 
available to you. If there's any good in any of this, it’s that vaccines were developed that are 
safe and effective. Hopefully it will be made much more available and much more convenient 
very soon.” 
 
Board Member Frank Taylor asked if the vaccines are effective against the new strains. 
 
Dr. Masci said that the vaccine seems to be effectively blocking the strain in New York. The 
concern is that the new global strains may be resistant.  
 
Mr. Taylor asked if it’s a concern in America that because the vaccines were done during an 
emergency that no one can sue until 2024. 
 
Dr. Masci said in trying to get vaccines out quickly they had to rely on private companies. It 
is a major concern.  
  
Rev. Cathleen Williams, Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz Office representative, asked 
for clarification about resistant mutant strains.  
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Dr. Masci said if someone is not immunocompromised and got sick with COVID and began to 
recover after 10 or 14 days the variant strains cannot be spread. But, if someone didn't 
recover or recovered a little bit and continued to have symptoms for months after that, it is 
most likely they would be spreading variants strains. 
 
Board Member Lobsang Salaka asked if Elmhurst Hospital was ready to address the possible 
overwhelming crisis at the break of the pandemic. 
 
Dr. Masci said they had plans but was not prepared for the surge that happened in Queens. 
Since then, the hospital has been transferring patients to 11 public hospitals to keep one 
hospital from being overwhelmed.  
 
Kevin Hughes-Noboa, Secretary, asked Dr. Masci if he believes that COVID-19 was in New 
York before February of 2020. 
 
Dr. Masci said that because of the surge in deaths in the beginning of February he believes it 
might have been in New York in January 2020. 
 
Gotham Health Roosevelt Covid Center of Excellence – 37-50 72nd Street  
Anastasia Savelyeva, Community Liaison for Gotham Health Roosevelt COVID Center of 
Excellence, announced that Mayor Bill de Blasio plans to open three COVID-19 Centers of 
Excellence to treat the long haulers of COVID-19. The Queens location is the second center to 
open.  
 
It’s a state of the art Health Center with completely updated new technology. Its primary 
objective is to treat long haulers but it is also a health center that offers pediatrics, primary 
care, podiatry, dentistry, and mammograms.  It is also a Women’s Health Center.   
 
New York City Health + Hospitals Gotham Health has a program called NYC Care: If someone 
is undocumented or doesn’t have the ability to pay for health insurance, they can gain 
healthcare through the NYC Care program. There are financial counselors on the Gotham 
Health staff who will assist people with signing up for NYC Care as well as other insurances 
that they may qualify for.  
 
See website for more information: https://www.nyccare.nyc/ 
 
Or contact NYC Health + Hospitals Gotham Health Community Affairs Liaison Anastasia 
Savelyeva at savelyea@nychhc.org or Nilba Hidalgo at nilba.hidalgo@nychhc.org. 
 
Board Member Nuala O'Doherty asked when the center will completely open. 
 
Ms. Savelyeva said they are not sure of a date but most likely the center will be fully open in 
the summer. 
 
Board Member Toi Washington-Simon asked what the policy in place is for minors looking 
to get COVID testing. 
 
Ms. Savelyeva said that she would have to get back Community Board 3 but that there should 
be some kind of identification provided.  
 
Margaret Flanagan, resident, asked about providing mental health services for homeless 
people without identification.  
 
Ms. Savelyeva said she is not 100% sure of what the scope of certain services are going to be 
because it is such a new site. 
 
District Manager Giovanna Reid asked a question from one of the Board Members who 
wanted to know about the capability of working with patients with long-term conditions at 
the facility. 
 
Ms. Savelyeva said that the facilities are set up for people who are dealing with symptoms 
from COVID-19. At the moment, the Chief Medical Officer is performing primary care. But 

https://www.nyccare.nyc/
mailto:savelyea@nychhc.org
mailto:nilba.hidalgo@nychhc.org
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they have a pulmonologist, a cardiologist, COVID-19 testing, supplemental oxygen machines 
and radiology equipment. All services are meant to deal with symptoms from COVID-19.  
 
Small Business Services (SBS) – Bernadette Nation, Director 
Bernadette Nation, Executive Director at the Department of Small Business Services, 
reported that the SBS Department’s job is to assist small business owners when they suffer 
physical damages due to unforeseen events, such as the March 5th fire that effected 16 
businesses on 74th Street in Jackson Heights.  
 
Ms. Nation said the staff is on call 24 hours a day with the Office of Emergency Management 
and are alerted of disasters that impact small businesses. Ms. Nation said that she was 
contacted at 2:00 a.m. about the fire on 74th Street.  Later on in the day the staff was on site 
and spoke with five businesses.  
 
Ms. Nation said they are a small staff of savvy New Yorkers who are experts at navigating 
government in order to help the small business recover and get back to business.  
 
Ms. Nation presented a PowerPoint presentation of the services provided by SBS.  
 
Objectives: 

 SBS Emergency Response Unit visually assess physical damages to small businesses 
and commercial corridors following a disaster 

 Mange the deployment of SBS Business Recovery services 
 Coordinate with City, State and Federal agencies to provide local and citywide relief 
 Ensuring that businesses, workers and neighborhoods are resilient in the face of 

crises  
 
Initial Response Includes: 

 Meeting NYC Emergency Management and City Partners to identify impacted 
business and obtain updates on impact of crisis 

 Contacting affected business owners, local elected and community based 
organizations to describe our role in their recovery and establish a point of contact  

 
Ms. Nation said she met with most of business owners from 74th Street and visited the site. 
District Manager Giovanna Reid will join them for a walking tour of the site.  
 
Address Immediate Concerns: 

 Emergency updates – Communicating available and frequent information on the 
City’s emergency response efforts, building vacate orders, street opening and 
closures from multiple agencies 

 Coordinating and resolving issues with other City Agencies on behalf of business for 
utility support and/or business deliveries 

 Assist businesses with obtaining access to restricted areas to retrieve essential 
items/documents 

 
Ms. Nation said that with the business owners on 74th Street some were jewelers who 
cannot retrieve their property because the Department of Buildings says it’s unsafe to enter 
the building. SBS has been working closely with DOB, FDNY and NYPD to keep the owners 
informed to when it’s safe.   
 
Post Emergency Services: 

 Expedite FDNY incident reports for business owners 
 Plan business recovery meeting to make additional services available to businesses, 

including pro-bono legal advice, insurance and financial assistance to aid in business 
recovery 

 Assistance relocating a business to temporary space or connecting them to local 
organizations that can help with permanent relocation 

 Provide regulatory information to help businesses understand compliance with NYC 
rules and regulations 
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Ms. Nation said that post emergency, when the Fire Report is ready, SBS emails the fire 
report right away to all business owners so they can file a claim with their insurance 
company.  
 
Ms. Nation said if there is any bias to the owners from the insurance company that SBS will 
assist.  The SBS is the liaison between the owners and the New York State Department of 
Financial Services, which is the agency that regulates the insurance industry in New York 
City. 
 
SBS Intergovernmental Services can help a business resolve issues and inquiries by 
connecting to agencies and utilities, plus the following: 

 Government Regulation Guidance: Complying with City regulations 
 Permit or License Troubleshooting: Permit or license challenges 
 Violation Support: Understanding and resolving violations 
 Utility Support: Resolving utility service delivery issues or disruptions 
 Street Maintenance, Sign or Fixture Assistance: Requesting alterations to street, 

sidewalk and fixtures/signs 
 Facility Disruption Support: Navigating situations that disrupt business 

operations 
 Construction Mitigation: Businesses have the resources available needed to 

understand effects of city mandated capital improvement projects 
 
Ms. Nation said that the owners on 74th Street were referred to the Queens Business 
Solutions Center for large loans and emergency business low-interest loans to help with 
recovery.  
 
For more information go to: www.nyc.gov/sbs 
 
Emergency Response Unit & Intergovernmental Services can be contacted at 212-618-8810 
or via email ERU@sbs.nyc.gov  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Business Economic Development. – (Edmund Rosenbaum - Chair) 
S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications: 
 
Friends Corner Café Inc. dba Latino Fusion Café – 85-30 37th Ave, Jackson Heights  
(New – Full Liq.)  
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the applicant is 
seeking a Full Liquor license. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Friends Corner Café 
Inc.  
 
The representative spoke for the owner who was present. The restaurant will have a sit 
down bar with 10 seats but it is being set up as a waiting area for takeout orders. It will have 
a sushi bar section seating 11 people.  
 
Board Member Fausto Rodriguez asked for clarification on the waiting area. 
 
The representative said they are going to improve on the area to have room for deliveries 
and pickups.  
 
Board Member Mark Buhrmester asked how many people the business is employing.  
 
The representative said they are looking to hire six people to start.  
 
Board Member Frank Taylor asked about the owner’s experience with restaurants. 
 
The representative said the owner has been in the restaurant business since 2012. He owns 
three restaurants and before that he owned a grocery store that had a beer license. 
 
  

http://www.nyc.gov/sbs
mailto:ERU@sbs.nyc.gov
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Pichardo Junction Rest. Corp. – 34-64 Junction Blvd., Jackson Heights (New – Full Liq.) 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the applicant is 
seeking a Full Liquor license. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of Pichardo Junction 
Restaurant Corp. 
 
The owner spoke for the owner who was present. The representative said the location is not 
going to be a bar. Only table service with recorded music. Currently renovations are being 
done at the location. 
  
La Cabana Argentinian Steakhouse Corp. dba La Cabana – 86-07 Northern Blvd.  
(New – Full Liq.)  
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the applicant is 
seeking a Full Liquor license. Mr. Rosenbaum called upon the owner of La Cabana. 
 
The representative spoke for the owner who was present. The two owners have a combined 
35 years’ experience working in restaurants. There will be a service bar with no seats.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Renetta English, Chair, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion #  17 - Adoption of the Agenda 
Upon motion duly made by Renetta English, seconded by Kevin Hughes-Noboa, to adopt the 
Agenda, was passed unanimously. 
 
Business Economic Development. – (Edmund Rosenbaum - Chair) 
S.L.A. New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications: 
 
Friends Corner Café Inc. dba Latino Fusion Café – 85-30 37th Ave, Jackson Heights  
(New – Full Liq.)  
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the committee 
recommends approval for an on premises Full Liquor license.  
 
Motion # 18 - Friends Corner Café Inc. dba Latino Fusion Café – 85-30 37th Ave, Jackson 
Heights (New – Full Liq.)  
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Kevin Hughes-Noboa, to 
approve the application was passed with 24 in Favor, 4 Opposed and 0 Abstentions. 
 
Pichardo Junction Rest. Corp. – 34-64 Junction Blvd., Jackson Heights (New – Full Liq.) 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the committee 
recommends approval of an application for an on premise Full liquor license for this 
applicant provided that a stipulation is signed. The stipulation was signed.  
 
Motion # 19 - Pichardo Junction Rest. Corp. – 34-64 Junction Blvd., Jackson Heights (New 
– Full Liq.) 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Kevin Hughes-Noboa, to 
approve the application was passed with 25 in Favor, 4 Opposed and 0 Abstentions. 
 
La Cabana Argentinian Steakhouse Corp. dba La Cabana – 86-07 Northern Blvd.  
(New – Full Liq.)  
Edmund Rosenbaum, Chair of Business Economic Committee, reported that the committee 
recommends approval for an on premises Full Liquor license. 
 
Mr. Rosenbaum noted that the Board has passed it a few times. The reason it didn't make it 
through the State Liquor Authority last time is they were unable to get a letter of No 
Objection.  
 
Motion # 20 - La Cabana Argentinian Steakhouse Corp. dba La Cabana – 86-07 Northern 
Blvd. (New – Full Liq.)  
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Kevin Hughes-Noboa, to 
approve the application was passed with 26 in Favor, 3 Opposed and 0 Abstentions. 
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Mr. Rosenbaum said that hopefully in the spring Community Board 3 can begin doing 
business outreach as was planned months ago at the beginning of COVID-19. 
 
Chairperson’s Report 
Chairperson Renetta English reported that Community Board 11 has asked other Boards to 
sign on a letter that is in reference to the recent anti-Asian attacks and discrimination.  
 
Ms. English read the letter from Community Board 11: 
 
As we are sure you are aware there has been a rise of anti-Asian hate crimes in New York City 
and around the country since the start of the pandemic. Including a recent attack in Flushing 
Queens with a female Asian senior citizen. 
 
The Perpetrator of this cowardly and disgusting attack thankfully has been brought to justice 
by the NYPD hate crimes division. But unfortunately, this type of racially biased crimes has 
become all too common. In the borough of Queens we celebrate that we are the most diverse 
county in the planet with over 200 languages spoken here. 
 
We want our neighborhoods to be a shining beacons of diversity, inclusion and what makes 
the United States of America such an incredible place. This kind of discrimination is totally 
unacceptable to us. We understand that this is not the first wave of racist or anti-immigrant 
sentiment to attempt to terrorize our neighborhoods. 
 
We feel it's important that we at the Community Board level, being the governmental agency 
closest to the people, stand up and say with one voice that we have opposed this despicable 
behavior in the past and we fight against it now and we will continue to do so as a community 
of neighbors forever. 
 
We also know that we are not alone in this fight with partners across Law Enforcement, 
Elected Officials, Civic Associations, sister agencies and fellow New Yorkers. 
 
We ask that the City not only be reactive but proactive in addressing this problem by allocating 
resources and thoughtful co-ordination across agencies to ensure that hate has no home in 
America in New York City or even in our borough of Queens. 
 
We look forward to our leadership at all levels of government to do more to prevent these kinds 
of attacks and discrimination. And ourselves to do what we can to be the change we wish to 
see. 
 
Ms. English asked for comments from the members of the Board.  
 
There were no objections to signing the letter from the Board Members.  
 
Board Member Frank Taylor added that the letter should have some language in the letter 
to say that discrimination is not acceptable on all levels, including all races, cultures and 
creeds. 
 
Ms. English read her report: 
 
The last 365 days living with COVID-19 in East Elmhurst, Jackson Heights and North Corona 
has been difficult acknowledging that we are the epicenter where 1 out of 9 residents have 
experienced COVID and we have lost dear family and friends. We still see food pantry lines 
stretched for blocks and many are still looking for employment. Our small business have 
experienced financial losses but many are still operating with the support of loyal customers. 
Finally, our young people felt the brunt of COVID having to learn remotely and missing those 
milestone moments of graduations, school activities and socializing with their friends. Despite 
COVID we have become innovative and learned how to operate in the new normal while still 
adhering to the Department of Health’s safety recommendations. There is a light to the end of 
the tunnel with the FDA approval of 3 vaccines, continuation of COVID-19 testing, and 
implementation of the American Rescue Plan which will provide assistance to individuals, 
businesses, states and local governments.  
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Again, I must express, I am so proud of Queens Community Board 3 we have been fully 
operational over the last year the hard work of Ms. Reid, Keisha and Clara is truly appreciated. 
Thank you to the CB 3 Executive Officers and Committee Chairpersons for leading their 
meetings. Thank you to you CB 3 members for fully participating in our monthly board and 
committee meetings, distribution of masks and shields and volunteering your time for our 
Community Projects. 
 
District Manager’s Report 
District Manager Giovanna Reid reported on the top ten complaints of January, February 
and March 2021 in Community Board 3.  Blocked driveways were the most reported 
condition followed by noise complaints, illegal parking, unsanitary conditions and snow 
removal. She further noted that the office receives inquiries about immigration, liquor 
licenses, COVID-19 related services and vaccines.  
 
Ms. Reid announced that in the spring they are planning a beautification project with local 
schools when the session begins. There will be some sort of Health Forum as close as 
possible in place of a health fair.  
 
Ms. Reid announced that Mayor Bill de Blasio has approved some parades and street 
closings at a small scale.  
 
Ms. Reid said, “It saddens me to see that there are still food lines. Our residents and 
constituents are still in dire need of our basic services.” She stated that it’s very important 
for the public to know that the Community Board collaborates with all the City agencies. It’s 
important that if there are complaints or conditions to call the Community Board office 
along with calling 311 and Elected Officials so that concerns can be addressed.  
 
Ms. Reid commended the members of the Board for their hard work in partnering with other 
organizations and doing the outreach to improve the quality of life for their residents. 
 
Motion  #  21 - Adoption of the February 18, 2021 Monthly Minutes 
Upon motion duly made by Renetta English, seconded by Kevin Hughes-Noboa, to adopt the 
January 21, 2021 Minutes, was passed unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Parks Committee  
Marta Lebreton, Parks Committee Chair, reported that on March 22, 2021 there will be a 
Joint Parks Committee meeting at 7:00 p.m. The Queens Parks Department put the meeting 
together along with Parks Committee for Boards 3, 4 and 7. They will discuss the 
Promenade.  
 
On March 23, 2021 there will be a community input meeting regarding the promenade 
hosted by the Queens Park Department.  
 
Ms. Lebreton said that on Wednesday, March 24, 2021 she will be attending the CAB    
meeting (Community Advisory Board)   for the Alliance for Flushing Meadows Corona Park.  
 
Public Safety Committee 
Sonya Roberts-Davis reported that on March 15, 2021, the Public Safety Committee 
conducted a meeting. There were approximately 15 attendees. The invited guests were 
Brian Deery from FDNY and Lt. Daniel Sarasy from 115 Precinct.   
 
In the meeting, Public Safety discussed the following topics:  

 Fire Safety and Fire prevention  
 Traffic impact on Junction Blvd.  
 Attacks on Asian Americans in our community 
 Speeding on Ditmars Blvd and possible solutions 
  Impact of street closures on 34th Avenue  
 Amongst numerous other important issues 
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Ulrick Gedeon, Public Safety Co-Chair, reported that at the 115 Precinct Community Council 
Meeting, the Officers gave tips on safety and avoiding scams. Mr. Gedeon said that there was 
no update on the shooting on 95th Street and 35th Avenue. 
 
Immigration Committee  
Lobsang Salaka, Co-Chair of The Immigration Affairs Committee, reported that the 
Committee held a meeting virtually on March 15, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. The Committee discussed 
the following topics: 

 
 The Immigration Committee approved to place the committee’s mission statement on 

the Queens Community Board 3 Web site 
 

 The Committee approved to make a 2-minute Memorial Day Video message 
emphasizing immigrants of the Civil War through World War II 
 

 Immigrant Heritage 2021 – The Committee decided to host a meaningful event (like a 
legal clinic) by working with other non-profit or government agencies to provide 
assistance to new Americans in June on the occasion of the Immigrant Heritage Month 
2021. The committee will discuss in detail during the next meeting in April and make 
a plan and coordinate with other stakeholders in person or virtually 

 
Sanitation Committee 
Muquith Choudhury, Co-Chair of the Environmental & Sanitation Committee, reported that 
on March 16, 2021 the committee met with representatives from the Department of 
Sanitation and the Department of Environmental Protection via video conference. 
 
The Committee and public reported problematic areas to Sanitation and DEP.  
 
They also provided maps of the District, which included the cleaning of each section for each 
Board Member.  
 
Mr. Choudhury encouraged all Board Members to attend next month’s meeting.  
 
Traffic and Transportation Committee  
Edward Kiernan, Co-Chair of the Traffic and Transportation Committee, reported that in 
February, DOT held seven public forums in various languages. DOT will follow up with 
feedback next month.  
 
Mr. Kiernan announced that in April, the Committee will be discussing two street co-
namings. 
 
Queens Borough President’s Office 
Max Weprin, representative for Queens Borough President’s Office, announced that on 
Tuesday, March 23rd, there will be a virtual Parent Advisory Board meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

On Tuesday, March 30th there will be a Virtual Gender Justice Summit in celebration of 
Women's History Month.  

Queens Borough President Donovan Richards’ State of the Borough is available for viewing 
on the Web site.  

On April 19th, there will be the swearing in and orientation for new Community Board 
Members.  

For more information contact: Mweprin@queensbp.org   

Legislators’ Report 
 
New York State Senator Jessica Ramos Office 
Mary Jobaida, from Senator Ramos’s Office, announced that the office is moving to Jackson 
Heights.  They will share the address when they are ready to welcome guests.  
 

mailto:Mweprin@queensbp.org
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To know more about upcoming events, please call 718-205-3881 or send an email to 
maryjobaidasenate13@gmail.com 
 
NYC Comptroller Office 
James Mongeluzo, representative for the NYC Comptroller Office, reported that the NYC 
Comptroller Office did a preliminary budget presentation at the City Council.  
 
He said that the budget looks ok because of federal relief (like FEMA) in the amount of one 

billion dollars reimbursement and $5.6 billion in other federal aid. 

Property tax collection went down significantly for the first time in 25 years. He said that 

they will still be able to close all the gaps for this year, but future years might be a little more 

difficult. 

The agencies that are particularly financially inefficient are the Department of Homeless 

Services and the Department of Corrections. Corrections’ budget has increased despite the 

fact that there are fewer inmates now than there were in previous years and higher rates of 

violence. “There needs to be a re-organization of the way money is spent there.” 

The Annual Audit Report found $32 million worth of things that the city can save money on 

by being more efficient or by collecting fees that are being unrealized: 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/comptrollers-fy-2022-preliminary-budget-

presentation/ 

Comptroller Stringer Analysis: CUNY Graduates Earn Combined $57 Billion Annually, 

Highlighting CUNY’s Significant Contributions to Local and State Economies; Report on CUNY 

contribution to the local economy: 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/comptroller-stringer-analysis-cuny-graduates-

earn-combined-57-billion-annually-highlighting-cunys-significant-contributions-to-local-

and-state-economies 

Contact info: 646-689-6509 or jmongel@comptroller.nyc.gov  
 
Office of Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
Michele Hernandez, representative for Office of Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
reported that Congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez office put together a FAQ on the recent 
stimulus relief package: https://ocasio-cortez.house.gov/stimulus 
 
Contact information: michellediane.hernandez@mail.house.gov 
 
Council Member Francisco Moya’s Office 
TaQuoia Jones, representative for Council Member Francisco Moya’s Office, announced that  
CM Moya has partnered with the organization Urban Upbound for tax preparedness.   
 
Prepare your taxes online visiting http://www.uutax.org  
 
For more information or to speak with a representative about scheduling an appointment, 
call URBAN UPBOUND at (718) 784-0877 
 
Contact the office for information on vaccinations for homebound seniors.  
 
Homebound vaccinations information: Main: www.nyc.gov/vax4nyc (to access the form) 
 
To schedule an appointment by phone, please call 877-VAX-4NYC or 877-829-4692. 
 
Contact Info: TaJones@council.nyc.gov  or call (718) 651-1917 
 
For more updates on events in the District follow on all Social Media @FranciscoMoyaNy 
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Council Member Daniel Dromm’s Office 
Qibin Ye, representative for Council Member Daniel Dromm’s Office, reported that District 
25 comprises of 40% Asian Americans who are vulnerable to the recent increase of 
discrimination and racist violence. Ms. Ye encourages the community to not hesitate to 
report any type of misconduct to NYPD. She asked all in attendance to stand with Asian 
Americans in solidarity.  
 
CM Dromm met with several business owners who were affected by the fire on 74th Street 
to make sure they are receiving support and resources.  
 
CM Dromm’s Office is in the midst of budget and meeting with non-profit organizations on 
funding request.  
 
718-803-6373 or email at dromm@council.nyc.gov  
 
Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz Office 
Rev. Cathleen Williams, Director of Community Engagement at Queens District Attorney 
Melinda Katz’s Office, announced that on March 25, 2021 there will be a “Women’s History 
Month” program online at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Rev. Williams said she will be attending Community Board 3 Full Board Meetings and would 
like to be contacted for future events.  
 
Motion # 22 - To Adjourn 
Upon motion duly made by Renetta English, and seconded by Kevin Hughes-Noboa, to 
adjourn the meeting, was passed unanimously. Adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Clara Colon 
 
Reviewed and Edited by 
Kevin Hughes-Noboa, Board Secretary 
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