
 
 

 
BOARD MEETING 

 
Thursday, September 17, 2015   The Louis Armstrong School 
       32-02 Junction Blvd. East Elmhurst, N.Y.  
  

ATTENDANCE                                               ABSENT       
Emma Brandt             Patrick Beckles 
Ann S. Brown             Sonya Davis Roberts 
Elba Buendia             Margaret Dozier 
Shiv Dass             Grace Lawrence 
Vivian Dock              Lynda McDougald 
Renetta English            Laverne Nimmons 
Vasantrai Gandhi             Jose Rodriguez 
Patricia Glunt             Agha Muhammed Saleh 
Larinda Hooks            Arturo Ignacio Sanchez 
Joyce Hucless-Julian 
Stephen Kulhanek 
Marta Lebreton 
Martin Maier  
Caridad Mak 
Bill Meehan 
Lisa Mesulam 
Ralph Moreno 
Philip Papas 
Ladisla Perez 
Dorothy Phelan 
Jessica Ramos 
Fausto Rodriguez 
Jairo Rodriguez 
Leoncio Romero 
Edmund Rosenbaum 
David Rosero 
Jimmy Smith  
Arthur Teiler 
Shanel Thomas       
Pat Thorpe                                                                   
Hamlett Wallace 
Edwin Westley 
Camilo Zamora 
        
                           

         Guests 
       Jacqueline Cosme, Rep., CM. Daniel Dromm  
       Tristan Ellis, Rep., CM. Julissa Ferreras 
       Council Member Costa Constantinides 
                                                Lilly Pioche, Rep., Assy. Jeffrion Aubry 
       Elise Miguel, Rep., Assy. Francisco Moya 
                                                                                    Deanna Foote, Rep., Sen. Jose Peralta   

                                     Gary Gilbert, Rep., Assem. Hon Michael DenDekker 
                                             Barbara Jackson, Rep., Congressman Joseph Crowley 

                        Lisa Atkins, Rep., Borough President Office 
                     Inspector Brian Hennessy – 115 Pct.   
          

 
 
Please note: The next Meeting will be held on Thursday, November 12, 2015 
at 7:45PM.  *(one week early) 
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Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:45PM and 
welcomed all in attendance. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A representative from Friendly Visitors said that they are volunteers who visit 
homebound seniors for about an hour each week in their homes. They are 
sponsored by Sunnyside Community Center and they match homebound seniors 
with volunteers who share the same interest. To be a volunteer, you have to be 
18 years or older and pass a background check.  Volunteers help to reduce 
feelings of isolation, and improve seniors' mental and physical health. The 
Friendly Visitor Program is funded by grants from City Meals-on-Wheels and 
serves homebound seniors who receive meal deliveries. Clients receiving services 
are often unable to go outside on their own and depend on the visitor programs 
for social interaction. In Community Board 3, there are 14 seniors receiving 
services from the visitors program; 13 English and one Spanish speaking. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION 
 
Council Member Costa Constantinides 
 
Council Member Costa Constantinides thanked everyone on the board for all the 
great work they are doing. C.M Constantinides stated that he was given a 
promotion this past summer. He is now the new Chair for Environmental 
Protection Committee for the New York City Council. He has been involved with 
this committee for almost 8 years and served as Deputy Chief of Staff. Once he 
was elected, the committee passed his bill last year in conjunction with the 
Mayor to reduce City emissions by 80% by the year 2015. In collaboration with 
the Mayor, a bill was passed that requires all businesses in the City of New York 
to shut their doors when their air conditioner is running. This bill is a common 
sense bill. However, there is an exemption to this bill: If you are a business like 
“The Lemon Ice King” and you serve customers through a window or if you are a 
side-walk café, and you are serving food, part of the business is going in and out, 
those businesses are exempt from this law. The Council Member thanked 
Consumer Affairs for all their help in passing the bill this afternoon. He looks 
forward to seeing the bill signed.  
 
Council Member Constantinides stated that next week they will be doing a bill on 
Geo-Thermo measures. This is a bill to pull heat out of the ground to heat your 
home and cool your home by pushing heat back into the ground.  It’s cleaner 
than any air conditioner and any boiler you could possibly think of. They want to 
set up a regular structure so Geo-Thermo can be done in the homes.  
 
Participatory Budgeting 
The Council Member announced that anyone who lives in District Council 22, 
north of 92nd Street/31st Ave/west of 92nd Street may participate in this budget 
exercise. This year they will be having the residents of the community decide 
how $1.5 million gets spent. There will be an idea assembly on Monday night at 
the Bulova Center, anyone can come and suggest any idea. Last year over 200 
ideas were presented. $500,000 was added and will only go to the Jackson 



Heights and East Elmhurst part of the district. He stated that this is not about 
him, but it’s about what the residents want for their community and how their 
tax dollars will be spent.  
 
In this year’s budget the One Room School house was funded. There will be a 
new sitting area, trees planted and it will look more beautiful than it currently is. 
In this year’s budget, 1300 new Police Officers were also funded. The C.M is very 
pleased to work with C.M. Julissa Ferreras, C.M. Daniel Dromm and the people in 
the City Council on the needs of the community.  
 
Board Member Emma Brandt asked what time on Monday is the Idea Assembly. 
 
Council Member Constantinides said it will be at 7pm at the Bulova Center at 
75-20 Astoria Boulevard, and he will be passing around the newsletter.  
 
Board Member David Rosero said that nothing has been done to Astoria Blvd. He 
requested the C.M. to take a tour of Astoria Blvd. with him. 
 
The Council Member said that he would be happy to come. 
 
Deputy Inspector Brian C. Hennessy – 115th Precinct 
 
The Deputy Inspector introduced the two officers assigned to Diversity Plaza. 
There is an officer assigned to the 82nd Street commercial district and one to 
Junction Blvd. He informed the Board that the officers are doing a great job so 
far. 
 
The Inspector stated that the summer started off very quiet, but as it ended it 
got very violent. The weekend of August 23rd, there were three separate 
shootings which started Friday night and ended Sunday night. On Friday night 
about 9pm on 100th Street between 25th & Astoria Blvd a 24 year old was shot 
one time in the leg. He was taken to Elmhurst Hospital with non-life threating 
injuries. Detectives are still working on that case. On Sunday morning at 4am, at 
26-49 96th Street, another young male was struck four times with non-life 
threating injuries. At 7pm that same night at 90th Street off Roosevelt Ave, an 
individual was drinking with a few friends, he went to get into his car, an 
individual approached him with a revolver and shot him 6 times. All three 
shootings are non-related. One is gang related, one is narcotics related and one 
is a dispute that went wrong. The cases are currently ongoing and hopefully they 
will get some positive results shortly. On Saturday, September 4th at 6:50pm, an 
80 year old female was walking down 76th Street between 35th and 37th Ave. She 
was walking with her 91 year old sister-in-law. A 32 year old male approached 
her, pulled a razor blade, cut her purse from her shoulder, pushed her down to 
the floor and fled with her purse. Onlookers were able to track him down the 
street and others called 911. Officers responded and the victim was caught. Two 
days later the 80 year old lady died in the hospital from the injuries she suffered. 
That was the first homicide for the year.  
 
 



Over the last 28 days, crime is down 29.4%. There was 1 murder and 3 rapes. The 
community is down by 16 robberies, from 39 to 23. Burglaries are down by 17 
over the last 28 days and 74 YTD. The DA’s office is doing a great job and the 
115th precinct follow up with them to make sure that everything is intact. The 
community is down 28% in grand larceny and up 4% for stolen vehicles. Overall 
crime is down and the precinct is doing it’s very best to make sure that they stay 
on top of it 
 
Board Member Edwin Westley congratulated Inspector Hennessy for becoming 
the Deputy Inspector of the 115th Precinct. Mr. Westley stated that with school 
starting now, they have had at least one abduction of a child. He asked the 
inspector what is done when crimes like those happen.  
 
The inspector said that they met with the schools in the district before the 
summer ended and they went over the plans for the school year. The school 
team consists of one sergeant and four police officers in addition to a youth 
officer. There are school crossing guards out there and there are school officers 
assigned to the precinct. Any information or concerns made by the schools are 
transmitted to one of the officers. The schools have a great relationship with the 
school sergeant and the information goes back and forth.  
 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
 
Director of Capital Projects for DEP Shane Ojan stated that on September 30, 
2015 there will be a meeting concerning combined sewers at the Al Oerter 
Recreation Center at Flushing Creek. DEP will discuss the “long term control 
plans.” DEP is trying to find ways to reduce combined sewer overflows into 
Flushing Bay. The system is not a perfect system; it was built over 30 years ago. 
DEP would like to separate the sewer but it would cost about $20 Billion to re-
sewer the system.  They are trying to do everything they can to reduce the 
overflows and have come a long way in reducing them. He invited everyone to 
come to the September 30th meeting at 6pm.  
 
Board Member, Ralph Moreno, asked the representative if it’s a possibility to 
have the same meeting in a more accessible area. 
 
The representative Shane Ojan said that they could set up something, he would 
look into it with District Manager, Giovanna Reid. 
 
Board Member, Ed Westley said there are many sensing devices in the 
neighborhood, either monitoring noise or pollution. He would like to know what 
the readings are on the noise level of LaGuardia within Jackson Heights.   
 
Mr. Ojan said he will find out and get back to us.  
 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
 
The Community Outreach Coordinator for Big Brothers/Big Sisters in NYC said 
that they are the nation’s founding and the city’s largest mentoring organization. 
They have served over 100,000 children since 1904 and continue to serve over 



4,000 annually. They foster 1-1 mentoring relationships between youth ages 7-17 
with a caring adult mentor 21 years or older of the same sex. They meet twice 
per month and they host recreational activities, such as going to the museums or 
finding the best hot dog in town. They have every research to prove that these 
activities over the course of the year make the children more successful. 98% of 
the children in their program graduate high school and 86% enroll in college.  
Thanks to the City Council, they are looking to enlarge their footprints in Queens, 
specifically in Jackson Heights, but they are depending on the Community 
partners to help them do outreach and to get them on the Community calendars.  
 
Elmcor 
 
Executive Director of Elmcor, Sayeda Dunston, said they are located on 108th & 
Northern Boulevard. Elmcor developed from a small volunteer organization into 
a major provider of human services with clients ranging from pre-schoolers to 
seniors. There are two senior centers, one on 99th & Astoria Blvd and the other 
located at Lefrak City. They provide services on 108th Street & Northern Blvd for 
young people. Elmcor has state of the art recreational facilities and would like all 
the young people in the neighborhood to come and visit. Next week will mark 50 
years since Elmcor started providing services in the community.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 

    CB3 Capital & Expense Budget Priorities FY 2017 – Jimmy Smith, Chair 
 

     Jimmy Smith, Chair, invited the public to give new suggestions and comments on 
the Capital & Expense Priorities for FY2017.  

 
Edwin Westley, Board Member said the Boys & Girls Club are very anxious to 
come to the community and he would like that to be included in the Capital & 
Expense Budget Priorities. He is also recommending that it be prioritized in the 
top five.  
 
Camilo Zamora, Board Member, said that he would like to see more street lights 
in Jackson Heights and East Elmhurst especially along 90th Street where the trains 
are. There is absolutely no lighting between 37th Ave & Northern Blvd.  

 
Business / Economic / Development – Arthur Teiler, Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-
Chairs  

 
Phayul Himalayan Rest. Corp. – 89-17 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY (New 
– Wine/Beer) 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, called upon the owner of Phayul Himalayan Rest. 
Corp.  

 
James Wong, representative said that the owner of Phayul Himalayan Rest. needs 
the Boards help in getting a wine/beer license. Hours of operation are:  
Mon – Wed, 11am to 11pm and weekends 11am to 12am.  

 



Ralph Moreno, Board Member asked how long the restaurant has been in 
existence.  

 
Mr. Wong said the restaurant has been at the location for more than 4 years, 
but they changed ownership 2 weeks ago.  
 
Dimensions Latina Tapas Bar, Inc. – 91-13 31 Ave, East Elmhurst, NY (New – 
Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, called upon the owner of Dimensions Latina 
Tapas Bar, Inc. 
 
Patricia Gayle, representative said that this restaurant is new to the 
community and will be serving Hispanic food. They are applying for a full liquor 
license.  
 
Shiv Dass, Board Member asked the representative if the owner was present.  
 
Ms. Gayle, representative, said that he is a chef and had a banquet that he was 
catering for; he was unable to make it.  
 
Ralph Moreno, Board Member asked what the hours of operation were.  
 
Ms. Gayle, representative, said it’s from Tuesdays to Sundays 3pm to 2am and 
closed on Mondays.  
 
Caridad Mak, Board Member said the location is a problematic area. She said 
there is a school, a church and a daycare nearby.  
 
Ms. Gayle, the representative, said she is not familiar with the area, she is just 
here representing the owner.  
 
Addictive Wine & Tapas Bar, Inc. – 32-63 87 Street, East Elmhurst, NY (New – 
Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, called upon the owner of Addictive Wine & 
Tapas Bar, Inc. 
  
The owner said that they will be specializing in authentic tapas from Spain & 
France with about 100 different wines. There will be no dance floor or loud 
music.  
 
Emma Brandt, Board Member, asked what tapas means.  
 
The owner said that tapas is a very small bite like an appetizer.  
 
Edwin Westley, Board Member, said that if this is going to be a community 
tapas bar, why is that that they will be opening weekdays until 2am and on 
weekends until 4am.  
 



The owner said that they want to do something different to the neighborhood. 
A lot of people in the neighborhood want to go out at nights and sit down to 
enjoy a glass of wine without going too far.  
 
JIR Restaurant Corp. – 83-12A/83-14 37 Ave, Jackson Heights, NY (New – Full 
Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, called upon the owner of JIR Restaurant Corp. 
 
Sandra Olaya, representative said that this location is owned by three 
partners. They will be serving a combination of food from Pollos Marios and 
Las Magaritas. There will be no dancing on the premise and a stipulation was 
submitted to that effect.  
 
Cherry Blossom Buffet Inc. – 86-12ª 37th Ave, Jackson Heights, NY (New – 
Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, called upon the owner of Cherry Blossom 
Buffet Inc. 
 
James Wong, representative said that this restaurant has been in existence for 
about five years. The original name was Tomo Komo. The hours of operation 
will be from 11am – 12am. It’s a Japanese restaurant and sushi bar.  
 
Tradiciones Mexicans Corp. – 96-07 37th Ave, Corona, NY (New – Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, called upon the owner of Tradiciones Mexicans 
Corp.   
 
The owner said it will be a family restaurant and the hours of operation will be 
12noon to 2am.  
 
Lima Restaurant Corp. – 85-07 Northern Blvd. Jackson Heights, NY (New – 
Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, called upon the owner of Lima Restaurant 
Corp. 
 
Carlos Mejia, president of Lima Restaurant said they will be serving traditional 
Peruvian dishes and it’s a family owned restaurant. They will be open for 
breakfast and will serve no later than 2am on weekdays. There will be no 
dancing in the restaurant.  
 
Edwin Westley, Board Member said he is a bit concerned; If this is a family 
restaurant, why is it that they are opening until 4am.  
 
The president said that regarding their operating hours, he is in line with what 
the other businesses on Northern Blvd. are doing. They close at 4am, so he 
didn’t think it would be a problem.  
 



Executive Session 
 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Motion #41- Adoption of the June 18, 2015 Agenda 
 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Bill Meehan, to 
adopt the agenda, was passed unanimously. 
 
(Business/Economic/Development – (Arthur Teiler, Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-
Chairs)  

 
Phayul Himalayan Rest. Corp. – 89-17 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY 
(New – Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee 
recommends that the application be approved. 

 
Motion #42 - Phayul Himalayan Rest. Corp. – 89-17 Northern Blvd., Jackson 
Heights, NY (New – Wine/Beer) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Shiv Dass, to 
approve the application for a wine/beer license was passed with a vote of 33 
in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstention. 
 
Dimensions Latina Tapas Bar, Inc. – 91-13 31 Ave, East Elmhurst, NY (New – 
Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee 
recommends that the application be disapproved. 

 
Motion #43 - Dimensions Latina Tapas Bar, Inc. – 91-13 31 Ave, East 
Elmhurst, NY (New – Full Liq.) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Edwin Westley, 
to disapprove the application for a full liquor license was passed with a vote of 
32 in favor, 1 opposed and 0 abstention. 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum. Co-Chair, said that CB3 received a petition of over 100 
signatures from the residents of 31st Ave. The residents submitted the petition 
because they are having issues with quality of life resulting from the bars on 
31st Ave.  
 
Addictive Wine & Tapas Bar, Inc. – 32-63 87 Street, East Elmhurst, NY (New – 
Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee 
recommends that the application be tabled until next month due to the fact 



that there was additional information presented today that they did not have 
previously.  
 
JIR Restaurant Corp. – 83-12A/83-14 37 Ave, Jackson Heights, NY (New – Full 
Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee 
recommends that the application be approved. 
 
Motion #44 - JIR Restaurant Corp. – 83-12A/83-14 37 Ave, Jackson Heights, 
NY (New – Full Liq.) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ralph Moreno, 
to approve the application for a full liquor license was passed with a vote of 32 
in favor, 1 opposed and 0 abstentions. 
 
Cherry Blossom Buffet Inc. – 86-12ª 37th Ave, Jackson Heights, NY (New – 
Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee 
recommends that the application be approved. 
 
Motion #45 - Cherry Blossom Buffet Inc. – 86-12ª 37th Ave, Jackson Heights, 
NY (New – Wine/Beer) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Ralph Moreno, 
to approve the application for a wine/beer license was passed with a vote of 
33 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions. 
 
Tradiciones Mexicans Corp. – 96-07 37th Ave, Corona, NY (New – Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee 
recommends that the application be disapproved. 
 
Motion #46 - Tradiciones Mexicans Corp. – 96-07 37th Ave, Corona, NY (New 
– Wine/Beer) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Edwin Westley, 
to disapprove the application for a wine/beer license was passed with a vote 
of 30 in favor, 2 opposed and 1 abstention. 
 
Lima Restaurant Corp. – 85-07 Northern Blvd. Jackson Heights, NY (New – 
Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee 
recommends that the application be approved. 
 
Motion #47 - Lima Restaurant Corp. – 85-07 Northern Blvd. Jackson Heights, 
NY (New – Full Liq.) 
 



Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Fausto 
Rodriguez, to approve the application for a full liquor license was passed with a 
vote of 18 in favor, 12 opposed and 1 abstention. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, welcomed the members of the Board back. He 
informed the Board that this is the budget season and he is encouraging 
everyone to participate in the budget process because that’s the way things 
get accomplished.  
 
District Managers Report 
Giovanna Reid, District Manager, welcomed the members of the Board back. 
She said that she hoped that they had an enjoyable summer. She informed the 
Board that this is a very busy session. She asked them to take a look at their 
packages to see what the Board will be addressing.  
 
She informed the Board that last night she went to a community meeting 
where she was invited to talk about sewer problems and backups. She asked 
the audience how many of them had called 311, or notified the Community 
Board or notified elected officials about the problems they were encountering. 
Out of the large group of over 100, only three people raised their hands. She 
stated that it is very important that if you have a condition, that you report it 
so something can be done about it.  
 
Motion # 48 - Adoption of the June 18, 2015 Monthly Minutes 
 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Bill Meehan, to 
adopt the June Monthly Minutes, was passed unanimously. 
 

 Committee Report – Vivian Dock, Chair – Health & Social Services 
 
      Health & Social Services 
 
Community Board #3 held its annual “Leon Von Holden Memorial Health Care  
Expo 2015” on Saturday, June 13, 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Corona Health  
Center, 34-33 Junction Blvd., between 34th Ave., and 34th Road. It was an indoor 
and outdoor event. 
 
As Chairperson of CB #3’s Health/Social Services Committee, Ms. Dock 
acknowledged and thanked all of the following for their time, dedication, 
generosity and hard work to make this Health Care Expo possible: 
 
Planners – Community Board 3 District Manager Giovanna Reid, Office Staff 
Keisha Howard, Office Intern Ashley Jones and CB3 Chairperson Stephen Kulhanek 
 
Board Members: Emma Brandt, Ann Brown, Elba Buendia, Renetta English, 
Vasantrai Gandhi, Joyce Hucless-Julian, Grace Lawrence, Marta Lebreton, Caridad 
Mak, Bill Meehan, Ralph Moreno, Ladisla Perez, Fausto Rodriguez, Jairo 
Rodriguez, Edmund Rosenbaum, David Rosero, Jimmy Smith and Camilo Zamora.  
 



Resident Committee Members: Catherine Cheng, Estella De Vino of Regal Heights 
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center.  
Youth Member: Aria Thomas 
 
Board Member Volunteers - Margaret Dozier, Dr. La Verne Nimmons, Lisa 
Mesulam, Phillip Papas, Jessica Ramos, Pat Thorpe and Hamlett Wallace.  
 
Former Office Staff: Sabrina McGinley and Mayra Ramirez.  
 
Community Residents: Eslyn English, Diane Foushee, Diane Gardner and Melba 
Morales.  
 
Youth Volunteers: Grace Kulhanek and Shakira Greene. 
 
Board Members who contributed to raffles or refreshments: Dorothy Phelan and 
Arthur Teiler. 
 
Co-Sponsors: Corona Health Center, Congressman Joseph Crowley, Regal Heights 
Rehabilitation and Health Care Center, National Association of University Women-
Flushing North Shore Branch, New York City Parks & Recreation Dept. and New 
York Community Bank 
 
Health Care Providers/Participants: There were over 60 participants, providing 
medical screenings, information, insurance and giveaways. 
 
Refreshments (for Health Care Providers/ Participants and Volunteers) Breakfast 
and Lunch items donated by or through Health and Social Services Planning 
Committee and other Board Members. 
 
Entertainment:  DJ Travis, Lorenzo School Dancers, Father Billini Dancers, New 
Self Image (Zumba Demonstration), Clown, Face Painting, Vocalists, Basketball 
Tournament, USTA Tournament. 
 
Raffles: Obtained by or through donations from members of planning Committee 
and other Board Members. 
 
Thanks were given again to all who contributed to the tremendous success of this 
event. 
 
Legislators Report 
 
Deanna Foote, Representative, Senator Jose Peralta read the Senators statement 
from his message of the week regarding the Department of Homeless Services 
turning hotels into emergency homeless shelters. 
 Senator Joes Peralta states “We are not opposing the shelter outright 
because, as everyone knows, anyone is a paycheck away from being homeless. 
My pressing concern is that the City brought another homeless facility into the 
neighborhood without any community input and after earlier stating that the site 
was not being considered as a location to house homeless families. The 



administration cannot bring another shelter into the community without 
increasing services and resources available to residents.  
 As an elected official, I represent the interests of my constituents and worry 
about their quality of life. If a homeless shelter, or any other facility, has a 
negative impact on resources such as sanitation, health, education and public 
safety, it is my responsibility to air these concerns. 
 This is why I would encourage my colleagues in the Assembly to pass a bill 
that would require the City to provide communities with the chance to provide 
their comments and input on any plans to open or expand these social services 
centers. I am a co-sponsor of this legislation that passed the Senate earlier this 
year.” 
 Bill Meehan, Board Member, stated that “Queens has half the amount of 
shelters as Bronx, Brooklyn and Manhattan and that the city has an obligation to 
remedy the problem (of homelessness). He said, “Shelters are not the answer and 
are a temporary Band-Aid.” Mr. Meehan added that affordable housing and jobs 
are answers to the homelessness problem.  
 Deanna Foote acknowledged Mr. Meehan’s comments but added that the 
issue wasn’t about what the DHS is doing but how they went about letting the 
elected officials know about sites such as The Landing. They notified the 
community and elected officials only a day before it opened, even after the DHS 
said that it would not be utilized as such. 
 
Elise Miguel, Representative, Assemblyman Francisco Moya, said that the 
Assemblyman was named Chair of the Legislative Commission of Science & 
Technology this year. His main priority is to incorporate more tech into the school 
system to help children get jobs in the future. He has been meeting with many 
principals & working with different tech companies in the area. He is also working 
on the curbstoning Bill, which targets private owners and car dealerships are 
utilizing city streets to store and sell cars. The Assemblyman is cracking down on 
this practice.  
 
The Assemblyman is also working on the Job Seekers Bill. Employment agencies 
prey on new immigrants and low wage earners. They charge fees for services and 
promise jobs that never materialize. Assemblyman Moya has proposed legislation 
to put a halt to these operations from clogging up on streets and taking away 
precious parking spaces.  
 
Gary Gilbert, representative from Assemblyman Michael DenDekker’s office, said 
that he’s inviting everyone to a free community event. It’s a paper shredding, on 
Sunday, September 20th from 10am - 4pm. An electronic recycling event will be 
held at the Waldbaums shopping center - 77th Street between 30th & 31st Ave. 
 
Tristan Ellis, Representative, Council Member Julissa Ferreras, said that the 
council member has called on CAMBA (Operators of The Landing) to hire locals in 
the area, as they are going to have to fill certain positions in the shelter. A job fair 
will be held on Wednesday, September 30, 2015 from 10am-2pm at the Langston 
Hughes Library, located at 100th Street & Northern Blvd.  
 
 
Motion #49 Motion to Adjourn  



 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Marta Lebreton to 
adjourn the meeting, was passed unanimously.  

 
The meeting was closed at 10:30 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Keisha Howard 

 


