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ATTENDANCE

Ann Brown

Elba Buendia

Sonya Davis Roberts
Vivian Dock
Margaret Dozier
Renetta English
Vasantrai Gandhi
Patricia Glunt

Kevin Hughes
Stephen Kulhanek
Marta Lebreton

Lisa Mesulam
Richard Mink

Philip Papas

Ladisla Perez
Dorothy Phelan
Fausto Rodriguez
Jairo Rodriguez
Leoncio Romero
Edmund Rosenbaum
David Rosero
Arturo Ignacio Sanchez
Jimmy Smith

Shanel Thomas

Pat Thorpe

Hamlett Wallace
Edwin Westley
Camilo Zamora

ABSENT

Patrick Beckles
Shiv Dass

Larinda Hooks
Joyce Julian

Lynda McDougald
Martin Maier
Caridad Mak

Bill Meehan
Ralph Moreno
Laverne Nimmons
Tammy E. Rose
Agha Muhammad Saleh
Arthur Teiler

Guests

State Senator Jose Peralta

NYC Parks Queens Design Director, Diane Dryer
Andrew Sokolof, Rep., CM. Julissa Ferreras
Jacqueline Cosme, Rep., CM. Daniel Dromm
Gary Gilbert, Office of Assemblyman

Michael DenDekker

Barbara Jackson, Rep., Congressman

Joseph Crowley

Please note: The next Meeting will be held on Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 7:45pm
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November 17, 2016 Board Meeting

Mr. Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:45pm and
welcomed all in attendance.

Public Participation

Mariah Fredrick, a resident from Jackson Heights, stated that she is representing
the neighbors that live between 79" and 81°t Streets located along Northern Blvd.
She complained about noise emanating from Sal’s, Lenos, and Los Toritos
Bar/Restaurants that occurs between the hours of 11:00pm and 4:00am. Ms.
Fredrick said that the problem has been ongoing for three years.

Board Member Pat Glunt announced that the first concert of the new season will
take place on December 14" at 7:30pm at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. She said it is
the Jackson Heights Orchestra’s fifth season opening concert. There will be a
reception afterwards with wine and cheese. The suggested donation is $10.00.

Public Information

Diane Dryer, Queens Design Director of NYC Parks, presented the plans for The One
Room School House. She stated that in May there was a visioning session that was
conducted for this project. She pointed out that there are many issues that must be
addressed. These include deteriorating chain link fences, uneven sidewalks, and the
lack of benches.

The redesign will entail the following:

- The sidewalk will be replaced and evened out with new concrete pavement

- Additional trees will be planted along the sidewalk where space allows.

- There will be no change to the two entrances.

- The park will be divided into two areas. To the left will be an informal garden
area with several benches, and to the right will be a gathering area with
benches.

- Additionally, the existing chain link fence will be replaced with a steel bar
gate.

The floor was opened up for discussion.
Board Member Ed Westley asked if the park would be closed at night.
The response was that there will be lockable double gates at either entrance.

Mr. Westley asked if it was possible to name the park after Phil Saccone who was
the inspiration for the park.

It was suggested that a request be made to Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver for
a name change.
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November 17, 2016 Board Meeting

Board Member Ladisla Perez asked if exercise equipment was going to be installed
at the park.
The response was that the park is too small for that.

Board Member Phillip Papas asked if the design was on the NYC Park Department
website and if there is a plan to make the design more public.

Ms. Dryer said that the plans are not on the website. They will not be public until
CB3 and the Public Design Commission approves the proposal.

Board Member David Rosero stated that the reconstruction was a good idea. He
said that the park should be locked at night.

Board Member Leoncio Romero asked, who would be maintaining the park. He also
asked whether the community was informed of the project.

The response was that anyone willing to work with The One Room School House to
help maintain the park is more than welcome.

In answer to Mr. Romero’s second question, District Manager Giovanna Reid
informed the Board that the project is being funded by Council Member Costa
Constantinides. Last year there were several visioning sessions. Ms. Reid said CM
Constantinides and CB3 reached out to the community.

Public Hearing

LAND USE — Hamlett Wallace, Chair

BSA Cal. No. 19-94-BZ — 37-18 75" Street

Hamlett Wallace, Chair, stated that the owner of the property is seeking to extend
the variance to operate a parking lot for another 10 years. Mr. Wallace called upon
the owner of the parking lot. Mr. Walter R. Schwarsin stated that the parking lot
has no violations and is very well maintained.

The floor was opened up or questions.

Board Member Phillip Papas asked if there would be any changes.

Mr. Schwarsin said that it would remain the same and function as a parking lot.

TRAFFIC/TRANSPORTATION — Stephen Kulhanek, Chair

Speed Bump Proposals for the following locations:

87th Street between Northern Blvd. & 34 Avenue
87t Street between 34™ and 35™ Avenue

There was no discussion.
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November 17, 2016 Board Meeting

Bus. Eco. Develop. — Arthur Teiler and Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chairs

S.L.A New Wine/Beer & Liquor License Applications:

El Malecon Restaurant Lounge — 100 -14 Northern Boulevard, Corona, NY 11368
(New — Wine/Beer)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Business Economics Co-Chair, called upon the representative
of El Malecon Restaurant.

The representative informed the Board that the owner has experience running a
restaurant. She has another restaurant that has been in operation since 2011. The
owner recently opened El Malecon in March 2016. El Malecon is a family style
restaurant which serves Ecuadorian food. The restaurant is able to accommodate
42 patrons which includes 11 tables and 2 bar stools. The hours of operation will be
Sunday to Thursday 9:00am — 12:00am and Friday and Saturday from 9:00 am to
2:00am.

There was no discussion.

Executive Session

Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Motion - # 73 — Adoption of the November 17, 2016 Agenda

Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Arturo Ignacio Sanchez,
to adopt the agenda, was passed unanimously.

LAND USE — Hamlett Wallace, Chair

BSA Cal. No. 19-94-BZ — 37-18 75" Street

Hamlett Wallace, Chair, said that in the matter of the application regarding, 37-18
75 Street, the owner Walter R. Schwarsin, is seeking an extension of the variance
to operate a parking lot for an additional ten years. (C4-3/R5 zoning district, Use
Group 8)

Land Use Chair Wallace reported that committee after review of the matter
recommends that the application to extend the variance for an additional ten years

be approved.

Motion # 74 - BSA Cal. No. 19-94-BZ — 37-18 75'" Street

Upon motion duly made by Hamlett Wallace, seconded by Edwin Westley, to
approve the application, was passed unanimously.
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TRAFFIC/TRANSPORTATION — Stephen Kulhanek, Chair

Speed Bump Proposals for the following locations:

Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, reported that the committee met to discuss the
speed Bump requests. The committee had further questions regarding the speed
Bumps and will meet with DOT next month for further discussion. Mr. Kulhanek
said that tonight’s hearing was to provide the public the opportunity to comment
on the proposal. He said that the matter will be taken up for a vote at the
December meeting.

Bus. Eco. Develop. — Arthur Teiler and Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chairs

El Malecon Restaurant Lounge — 100 -14 Northern Boulevard, Corona, NY 11368
(New — Wine/Beer)

Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee
recommends the application be approved.

Motion # 75 - El Malecon Restaurant Lounge — 100 -14 Northern Boulevard,
Corona, NY 11368 (New — Wine/Beer)

Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Edwin Westley, to
approve the application was passed unanimously.

Chairman’s Report — Stephen Kulhanek

Nomination Committee

Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, announced the names of the members who will serve
on the nominating committee: Vivian Dock, Fausto Rodriquez, David Rosero, Marta
Lebreton and Kevin Hughes. Ms. Dock will serve as the Nominating Chair.

Emma Brandt Co-Naming Ceremony

Mr. Kulhanek informed the Board that the co-naming of 74" Street and 31° Avenue
in honor of Emma Brandt is scheduled for November the 18™ at 1lam. He
encouraged everyone to attend.

District Manager Report — Giovanna Reid

District Manager Giovanna Reid welcomed the residents who came out to the
board meeting for the first time. She encouraged them to utilize the services of the
District Office.
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November 17, 2016 Board Meeting

Ms. Reid congratulated Board Member Vasantrai Gandhi on his retirement. Ms.
Reid stated that he operated his shop for nearly 40 years. She thanked him for his
many years of service.

District Manager Reid said she hopes to see everyone at the November 18%"
ceremony honoring Emma Brandt.

Motion # 76 Adoption of September 15, 2016 Minutes

Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek and seconded by Edmund
Rosenbaum, to adopt the September Minutes was passed unanimously.

Motion #77 Adoption of October 20, 2016 Minutes

Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek and seconded by Ed Westley, to
adopt the amended October Minutes was passed unanimously, with the following
changes:

Page 10 — Arturo Sanchez’s comments referring to Trapiche — 96-12 31*
Avenue were in reference to El Encuentro Latino Corp. — 37-29 103" Street.

Page 10 — Arturo Sanchez’s comments referring to the committee providing
information that is “negative” to the applicant. Now reads,

“misinformation”.

Youth Services - Renetta English, Chair

Board Member Camilo Zamora said that the committee met on November 3™ to
discuss the Gift Giving Project. Donated items will be distributed to four family
shelters located within Community Board 3. Board Members can drop off items on
December 15™ at the Full Board meeting or from December 1% — 15 at the Regal
Heights Rehabilitation and Heath Care Center during regular business hours.

Mr. Zamora stated that volunteers are needed on December 17" to help sort out
the donations. Board Member Ladisla Perez will be lending her store to serve as the
final gathering place for sorting the donated items. The donations will be
distributed to the shelters on December 19.

Parks/Recreation/Cultural Affairs

Marta Lebreton, Parks Chair, reported that she and District Manager Reid toured
CB3 area parks as they prepared for the Capital & Expense Budget for FY 2018. She
reported that the park on Junction Blvd and 34" Ave is being renovated and should
re-open in the spring of 2017. Further she said that the One Room Schoolhouse
proposal that was presented this evening will be reviewed by the Parks Committee.
At our December meeting the Board will vote on the proposal. She and Ms. Reid
also attended a vision session for Overlook Park which was conducted by Council
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Member Julissa Ferreras-Copeland. The project will be discussed at the December
committee meeting.

Landmarks — Philip Papas, Chair

Philip Papas, Landmarks Chair, reported that on November 1% the Landmarks
Committee met to discuss modifications that were made to 34-20 84% without
proper permits. Alterations were made to the front walkway, steps and the low
brick retaining wall. Mr. Papas said the owner wants to bring his property into
compliance and will go before the Landmarks Commission to seek assistance.

Senator Jose Peralta

Immigration/ New York Sanctuary City

State Senator Peralta greeted all in attendance. He began by discussing the results
of the election and its implications. He stated that it is well known that New York
City is a sanctuary city. He will be working with the Mayor, as well as the Governor,
to protect immigrants against hate crimes. He explained that outside the city there
are very few sanctuary locations. For this reason the Governor has created a
hotline. NY Attorney General Eric Schneiderman is working on a program against
hate crimes as well. The Senator reported that the state will be preparing to deal
with cases of profiling and the potential loss of federal funding which pays for
representation regarding immigration issues.

Roosevelt Avenue

Senator Peralta said that Roosevelt Avenue is a great place during the day. The
nighttime aspect of Roosevelt Avenue however, must be improved. He wants to
make sure people feel safe at night when walking down Roosevelt Avenue. He
believes that while night life is more than welcome in the community, the bars and
restaurants in the area must obey the laws. The senator said he wants to shut
down the two-dollar dance bars on Roosevelt Avenue. He informed the Board that
there are only six licensed cabaret establishments that are located on Roosevelt
Avenue between 114" and 74™ Streets. He is passing legislation to increase the
penalties for violations committed by these kinds of bars. The end goal is to shut
down the bars that promote prostitution.

Liguor Licenses/ SLA

The Senator said he is going to work on the enforcement of liquor and cabaret laws.
He said the NYPD issues summonses to these bars and are the only agency that can
shut them down. He said that the community has repeatedly recommended that
certain licenses be disapproved. The State Liquor Authority has chosen to issue the
license despite the community’s concerns. Senator Peralta said the SLA must
enforce the 500 foot rule more regularly because Roosevelt Avenue is saturated
with bars. He wants to crack down on drugs, violence, and prostitution on
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Roosevelt Avenue by creating stricter legislation. Senator Peralta also said he wants
to make sure food carts follow the laws and decongest the areas where there are
too many.

Board Member David Rosero stated that he owns property on Roosevelt Avenue.
He appreciates the Senator’s hard work.

Board Member Richard Mink said that while he agrees with the Senator’s plans to
improve Roosevelt Avenue, he had hoped that the speech would have remained
apolitical.

Senator Peralta responded by stating that he respects Mr. Mink’s opinion, but he
believes it was not a political speech. Rather he was emphasizing the issues facing
immigrants due to the political climate, and how they will be addressed.

Board Member Arturo Sanchez stated that Roosevelt Avenue does need to be
cleaned up but fears it will lead to gentrification. He said there are already big
businesses which are raising land value on Roosevelt Avenue, kicking small
businesses out of the area. Dr. Sanchez stated that he does not want Roosevelt
Avenue to become a tourist model like Times Square, because it would displace
many immigrants from the neighborhood.

Senator Peralta responded by stating there are only two locations that are chain
stores on Roosevelt, which are Rite Aid and Staples. He explained that when he
referred to Roosevelt Avenue as the old Times Square, it was in regard to
prostitution and violence. He said he wants to clean up the area for the members of
the community. He said that he is on record being against development on
Roosevelt Avenue. He stated that he wants the Avenue to become a restaurant
row, so it is a safe environment at night.

A resident asked how the Senator plans to address impending gentrification on
Roosevelt Avenue. The resident said that the rent has steadily increased and she
can no longer afford to live in the place where she grew up.

Senator Peralta said that in regards to small businesses there are plans to
implement a property tax relief. It will give an incentive to local “mom and pop
shops” to stay open. He stated that the community will be given a chance due to
the government giving property owners of commercial real estate reduced taxes.

Resident Inetha White thanked Senator Peralta for his approval of the fiscal year
2016 budget allowing for improved infrastructure in the sewer systems of East
Elmhurst. She wants to know when the money is going to come in for the
renovations.

Senator Peralta stated that the project will take some time before being
implemented but the money will flow eventually.
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Board Member Vasantrai Gandhi stated that he is pleased that Senator Peralta was
reelected especially because State Senator Peralta is a former member of
Community Board 3.

Legislator’s Report

Barbra Jackson of Congressman Joseph Crowley’s Office greeted all in attendance.
She wished all a Happy Thanksgiving and thanked the members for their hard work.

Board Member Shanel Thomas informed the Board that LaGuardia Airport is
hosting a job fair on December 8. All are welcome to attend.

Motion # 78 - Motion to Adjourn

Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek and seconded by Marta Leberton, to
adjourn the meeting, was passed unanimously.

The meeting closed at 9:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted by
Aaron Cabreja and Clara Colon
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