
 
 

 

Thursday, May 19, 2016  The Langston Hughes Library 
      100-01 Northern Blvd, East Elmhurst, N.Y. 11375 
  

ATTENDANCE                                                ABSENT       
Ann S. Brown                                                       Patrick Beckles  
Elba Buendia                   Lynda McDougald                       
Shiv Doss                          Martin Maier 
Sonya Davis Roberts                                                         Caridad Mak 
Vivian Dock                                                                        Jimmy Smith 
Margaret Dozier                                                     Arthur Teiler 
Renetta English Hamlett Wallace                                             
Vasantrai Gandhi  Edwin Westley  
Larinda Hooks Camilo Zamora                                                                                                
Kevin Hughes                                                                      
Joyce Julian                                                                      
Stephen Kulhanek                                       
Marta Lebreton                

   Bill Meehan              
Lisa Mesulam   
Richard Mink 
Ralph Moreno 
Laverne Simmons                                                       
Philip Papas                               
Ladisla Perez                 
Dorothy Phelan    
Fausto Rodriquez 
Jairo Rodriguez 
Leoncio Romero 
Tammy Rose 
Edmund Rosenbaum 
David Rosero 
Agha Muhammed Saleh           
Arturo Ignacio Sanchez 
Shanel Thomas 
Pat Thorpe 
                                                              

             Guests 
       Andrew Sokolof, Rep., CM. Julissa Ferreras 

      Lisa Alkins, Queens Borough President 
      Maureen Allen, Office of Assemblyman Michael DenDekker 
      Gary Gilbert, Office of Assemblyman Michael DenDekker 
        Lilly Pioche, Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
      Babara Jackson, Cong.  Joseph Crowley 
      Jacqueline Cosme, Rep., CM.  Daniel Dromm 
      Dr. Mikisha Morris, The Langston Hughes Library 
      Aliya Latif, Comptroller Scott Stringer 
      Andrew P. Jackson, The Langston Hughes Library 
      Deanna Foote, Rep., Senator Jose Peralta 
      Christina Furlong, Make Queens Safe 
       James Macintyre, Queens Bike Initiative  
       Inspector Brian Hennessey, 115th Precinct   
         Latisha Wise, PSCH 
       Elizabeth Abdur-Raheem, DHS 
       Troy Penerman, ELMCOR 
        

 
Please note: The next Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 16, 2016 at 
7:00PM.  
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 82-11 37th Avenue, Suite 606 
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 
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Email: Communityboard3@nyc.rr.com 
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Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:45PM and 
welcomed all in attendance.  
 
Public Participation 
 
Dr. Mikisha Morris-Langston Hughes Library 
 
Dr. Mikisha Morris the new Director of the Langston Hughes Library greeted all in 
attendance. She stated that she was very excited and looking forward to working 
with the whole staff. Dr. Morris thanked the community for supporting the library.  
 
Andrew P. Jackson – Langston Hughes Library 
 
Andrew P. Jackson urged all in attendance to write a little blurb describing what 
they loved about libraries as a child and adult. He will be taking the information to 
City officials so that the Library may receive additional funding for the year. 
 
Cristina Furlong – Make Queen Safer 
 
Cristina Furlong introduced herself as the co-founder of “Make Queens Safer”. The 
group advocates for cycling and pedestrian safety, especially around schools. Ms. 
Furlong said that on May 7th there was a free jazz bike event that toured Corona, 
Jackson Heights, East Elmhurst, and Woodside. She said that these neighborhoods 
have a rich jazz history. Her organization partnered with the Corona and East 
Elmhurst Preservation Society. She thanked the community for being so 
welcoming. 
 
James Macintyre – Queens Bike Initiative  
 
James Macintyre said that he is a member of the Queens Bike Initiative.  He thanked 
the community for being supportive of his group. Since the group has formed they 
have received over 2600 signatures for bike lane proposals. The goal is to have a 
network of bike lanes that connect every park to each other. Mr. Macintyre said he 
looked forward to having more free bike events and helping the community 
become safer through additional bike lanes.  
 
Public Information 
 
Inspector Brian Hennessey – 115th Precinct  
 
Inspector Hennessey gave an overview of what is happening in the community. He 
said that the information would be based on a 28 day period as well as the yearly 
statistics.  
 
Statistics 
 

- Inspector Hennessey said that there have been zero homicides so far this 
year.  



- There was one rape, and the perpetrator was known to the victim. For the 
year, there are 13 rapes as opposed to last year’s total, for the same period, 
which was 15.  

- There were 17 robberies as opposed to 24 last year. In total there are more 
robberies this year 122 as opposed to 105 last year.  

- There have been 63 arrests made. 
 

- The precinct is down in assaults, 28 this year as opposed to 33 last year.   
- Burglaries have remained the same, with 20 this year.  
- Grand larcenies are up with 69 as opposed to 57 last year.  
- The majority of grand larcenies occur when purses are left unattended. The 

perpetrator then removes all the credit cards and information from the 
wallet or pocketbook.  

- Everyone should be wary of taking out money from ATMs that are inside 
corner stores, 7/11s or out on the street, due to the fact that scammers are 
robbing information and money from users.  

- For the year there have been 3 shootings; all were non-life threatening. The 
last gang incident was inside Travers Park while two rival gangs were playing 
basketball. There were no fatal injuries.  

 
Roosevelt Avenue Task Force 

 
New officers were moved from Roosevelt Avenue, allowing for veteran officers to 
patrol the community.  
 
Inspector Hennessey then opened the floor to questions.  
 
Board Member Dr. Arturo Sanchez asked if the precinct was up in major crimes and 
misdemeanors for the year.  
 
Inspector Hennessey replied by saying they are up major crimes by 12, due to the 
grand larcenies, especially the unattended purses and credit card scamming.  
 
A resident asked if the crimes were being committed by the same people or if the 
population of offenders has increased.  
 
Inspector Hennessey stated that in the beginning of the year, there had been a 
distinct area where two individuals who had never been arrested accounted for 6 
of the robberies. He emphasized that very few individuals in the community are 
responsible for the majority of crimes.  
 
Another resident asked how the officers were being trained in terms of Vision Zero 
education and enforcement.  
 
Inspector Hennessey said his officers have been giving tickets to cars and bicycles 
alike in order to prevent accidents, in regards to the way cars are parked. As well 
as accidents from bicyclists, going through red lights, and stop signs.  
 
A resident asked what the average age of the victims was in these crimes.  
 



Inspector Hennessey replied by saying that the majority of the victims are between 
the ages of 25-40. The perpetrators themselves are usually between 18-23 years 
old.  
 
A resident asked how the precinct plans to address the increase in activity as the 
summer approaches. 
 
The Inspector stated that each designated zone will have one Lieutenant, four 
Sergeants and eight Officers to each Sergeant. This allows 37 officers to be available 
in each zone, regardless of incident.  
 
PSCH 
 
Latisha Wise, a Family Support Coordinator from the Promoting Specialized Care 
and Health, introduced herself to all in attendance. She stated that PSCH is based 
in Whitestone, Queens but provides services throughout the entire borough of 
Queens to persons with developmental disabilities in addition to mental health 
services. The program offers Financial Assistance, as well as assistance accessing 
social security and Medicaid benefits. PSCH also offers case management services 
for mental health services and employment training. Additional information on the 
organization can be found on psch.org and can they be contacted at 718-559-0516.  
 
Board Member Pat Glunt asked what age group the agency serves.  
 
Ms. Wise replied that persons with developmental disabilities are assisted from 
ages three and above.   
 
A resident asked if the services were offered in any other language.  
 
Latisha Wise replied that there is a language bank but there are also program 
coordinators who are bi-lingual.  
 
District Manager Giovanna Reid asked for more information on the respite program 
that PSCH offers.  
 
Ms. Wise stated that there is a program called In-home Respite. In-home Respite is 
a free program in which a home attendant stays with the individual all day. It is 
covered by insurance or Medicaid and is paid towards the Office of Persons with 
Developmental Disabilities. She said there is also in home job and resume training. 
All of these services are paid for by the State. The number to contact any OPWDD 
service and check for eligibility is 718-217-6485.  
 
The Landing 
 
Elizabeth Abdur-Raheem, the Shelter Director for the Landing Family Shelter. She 
said that The Landing is located on 91st Street between Ditmars and 24th Avenue. 
The family shelter is fairly new, she stated that they opened August 24th, 2015. She 
said the facility has a capacity of 169 families; currently there are 165 families in 
the shelter. The shelter was formally a hotel; each room has one bunk bed, and one 
to two cribs. In the 165 families there are just over 400 people. About 110 of those 



400 people are children under two years old. 40% of the parents in the shelter are 
25 years old or younger. 
 
Since opening, 27 families have moved to permanent housing. One initiative that 
the shelter is focused on currently is making sure that the children are registered 
for pre-K. There are two Department of Education liaisons on site. They each work 
two days a week totaling to four days a week of education liaison services. They 
help to make sure the children are enrolled and have appropriate transportation to 
and from school. In addition they monitor the attendance of the children at the 
schools. There are about 65 school aged children and about half of those children 
go to school in Queens. Ms. Abdur-Raheem then opened the floor to questions.  
 
Board Member Kevin Hughes asked if the shelter allows for animals to stay with its 
owner.  
 
Ms. Abdur-Raheem stated that the Department of Homeless Services generally 
does not allow for animals to stay at the shelters. However, there are several 
exceptions including service animals of any kind or comfort animals in which a 
psychiatrist determines losing the animal would be extremely detrimental to the 
family. In apartment based shelters it is more feasible, but in a hotel based shelters 
like the Landing, it is less feasible.  
 
A community resident asked what progress has been made installing kitchens in 
the facility.  
 
Ms. Abdur-Raheem replied that sample kitchens had been proposed and now the 
architects are working on it. She stated it was going to be a long process of finding 
bidders and contractors for the project but they are trying to address the issue. 
 
Ms. Abdur-Raheem wrapped up by stating the Landing’s ultimate goal is to move 
three families a week throughout the year. She said it would take time but it is a 
possibility. She thanked the community for all their support.  
 
ELMCOR 
 
Troy Penerman from the new “Positive Ventures” program informed the Board that 
the program works with individuals who have been diagnosed with HIV or AIDS. 
The program focuses on not only helping them receive their benefits, but also 
moving forward and achieving employment. ELMCOR has successfully been given 
30 – 40 referrals and employed 12 individuals since February 1st.  They also offer 
pre-employment training for soft skills and interview preparation. “Positive 
Ventures” also has a vast age range, with their youngest client being 16 and oldest 
being 59. Troy encouraged all in attendance to refer anyone they may know to the 
organization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Public Hearing 
 
(TRAFFIC/TRANSPORTATION – Stephen Kulhanek, Chair 
 
 
NYC DOT Speed Hump requests: 
 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, reported that the Traffic Transportation Committee 
reviewed NYC DOT’s proposal to install speed humps at the following locations: 
 

1) 97th Street Btw 30th Ave & Astoria Blvd.  
 

2) Boody Street Btw 25th Ave & 70th Street 
 

Mr. Kulhanek invited the public to comment on the matter. There was no public 
comment regarding either location.  
 
Business / Economic / Development – Arthur Teiler, Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-
Chairs 
 

Almonte Entertainment Corp. - 107-11 Northern Blvd., Corona, NY 11368 (Corp. 
Change – Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Business Economics Co-Chair, called upon the representative 
for Almonte Entertainment Corp. Ms. Heidi Roque, the new part owner of Capelli’s 
Café, stated that the restaurant would be running exactly the same except that she 
bought 50 percent of the shares. She was the manager in November 2015 and now 
is the vice president.  
 
A community resident asked if the restaurant will be advertising drink specials 
outside of the establishment.  
 
Ms. Roque stated that she never has and does not plan on doing so in the future. She 
does plan however, on advertising her lunch specials. Ms. Taveras, representative, 
said that the location has been there for a year and without incident.  
 
Yeras Rest. Sports Bar – 86-09 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY 11372 (New – 
Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Business Economics Co-Chair called upon the representative 
for Yeras Restaurant Sports Bar. President Jairo Gallon and his business partner both 
stated that they came together to create a sports bar for the family and children to 
enjoy. They said the menu will be diverse and the restaurant looks beautiful 
aesthetically.  
 
Chairman Kulhanek asked what the hours of operation were.  
 
Mr. Gallon stated that Sunday to Wednesday hours would be from 12:00 pm to 12:00 
am and Thursday to Saturday hours would be from 12:00 pm to 4:00 am.  
 



Executive Session 
 

  Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
Motion #39 – Adoption of the May 19, 2016 Agenda 
 

Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Lisa Mesulam, to adopt 
the agenda, was passed unanimously.  

 
NYC DOT Speed Bump Request - 97th Street Btw 30th Ave & Astoria Blvd. 
 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, reported that the committee recommends that the 
speed bump for 97th Street Btw 30th Ave & Astoria Blvd. be approved.  
 
Motion # 40 - NYC DOT Speed Bump Request -97th Street Btw 30th Ave & Astoria 
Blvd. 
  

Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Ann Brown, to approve 
the speed bump request was passed unanimously with a vote of 31 in Favor, 0 
Opposed, and 0 Abstentions. 

 
NYC DOT Speed Bump Request - Boody Street Btw 25th Ave & 70th Street 
 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, reported that the committee recommends that the 
speed bump for Boody Street Btw 25th Ave & 70th Street be approved.   
 
Motion # 41 - NYC DOT Speed Bump Request - Boody Street Btw 25th Ave & 70th 
Street 
 

Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Ann Brown, to approve 
the speed bump request was passed unanimously with a vote of 32 in Favor, 0 
Opposed, and 0 Abstentions. 

 
Almonte Entertainment Corp. - 107-11 Northern Blvd., Corona, NY 11368 (Corp. 
Change – Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee recommends 
approval of the application for a Corporate Change and a full liquor license.  

 
Board Member Shiv Dass asked what the capacity of the location was.  
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, stated that it has a capacity of 105 persons.   
 
Motion #42 - Almonte Entertainment Corp. - 107-11 Northern Blvd., Corona, NY 
11368 (Corp. Change – Full Liq.) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Lisa Mesulam to 
approve the application for a Coprorate Change on an existing full liquor license, was 
passed with a vote of 30 in Favor, 1 Opposed and 1 Abstention.   



Yeras Rest. Sports Bar – 86-09 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY 11372 (New – 
Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee recommends 
approval of the application for a new full liquor license.  
 
Motion #43 - Yeras Rest. Sports Bar – 86-09 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY 
11372 (New – Full Liq.) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Lisa Mesulam to 
approve the application for a new full liquor license, was passed unanimously with a 
vote of 32 in Favor, 0 Opposed and 0 Abstentions.   
 
 
Chairman’s Report – Stephen Kulhanek 
 
Chairman Kulhanek congratulated all the new and re-appointed Board Members. 
He stated that there will be a swearing in ceremony for Board Members soon. Mr. 
Kulhanek informed all in attendance that the annual outdoor Board Meeting will be 
held in front of The Louis Armstrong Middle School this year.  
 
District Manager Report - Giovanna Reid  
 
District Manager Reid informed members of the board that DOT has installed 16 
Muni-Meters along Astoria Blvd. All that have been installed are one- hour meters. 
She plans to request they be converted to two hours. 
 
Ms. Reid also said that the School Construction Authority has reported that 
demolition will soon begin at the former White Castle Headquarters on 34th Avenue. 
The SCA is building a new primary school on the site. She thanked the community 
for their support for helping to bring the development of the new school to reality.  

 
Motion # 44- Adoption of the April, 2016 Monthly Minutes 
 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Edwin Westley, to 
adopt the March Monthly Minutes, was passed unanimously.  
 
Borough Presidents Report 
 
Lisa Atkins, representative from Borough President Melinda Katz’ Office, reminded 
everyone that the summer 2016 Katz Concert Series would be kicking off soon and 
that a lineup was being made. Each concert is free and will be at local parks in 
Queens.  
 
Legislators Report  
 
Andrew Sokolof from the office of Councilmember Julissa Ferraras-Copeland said 
that Councilmember Ferraras-Copeland would be hosting a Pride Prom, Tuesday, 
May 24th at the Queens Museum. The prom would feature live DJs and 
performances as well as prizes.  



Jaqueline Cosme of Council Member Daniel Dromm’s office announced that the 
Councilmember would be co-hosting an event with Senator Jose Peralta: a Safety 
Town Hall event will be held on May 26th at 6:00pm at The Jewish Center of Jackson 
Heights, located at 37-06 77th Street.  
 

Motion # 45 – Motion to Adjourn 
 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek and seconded by David Rosero to adjourn the 
meeting, was passed unanimously.   
 
The meeting was closed at 9:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Aaron Cabreja  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


