
 
 
 
 

Thursday, September 15, 2016  The Louis Armstrong School 
      32-02 Junction Blvd, East Elmhurst, N.Y. 11369 
  
ATTENDANCE                                                  ABSENT       
Patrick Beckles                                               Ralph Moreno     
Ann S. Brown                                                  Laverne Nimmons                  
Elba Buendia                                                   Tammy E. Rose  
Shiv Dass                                                          Arturo Ignacio Sanchez     
Sonya Davis Roberts                                      Arthur Teiler  
Vivian Dock                                                      Shanel Thomas       
Margaret Dozier                                              Hamlett Wallace                                                                                     
Renetta English                                               Camilo Zamora 
Vasantrai Gandhi  
Patricia Glunt   
Larinda Hooks   
Joyce Julian 
Kevin Hughes                                                                       
Stephen Kulhanek                                       
Marta Lebreton                

   Martin Maier 
   Caridad Mak  
   Lynda McDougald 
   Bill Meehan              

Lisa Mesulam   
Richard A. Mink 
Philip Papas                               
Ladisla Perez                 
Dorothy Phelan    
Fausto Rodriguez 
Jairo Rodriguez 
Leoncio Romero 
Edmund Rosenbaum 
David Rosero  
Agha Muhammed Saleh   
Jimmy Smith 
Pat Thorpe                                                              
Edwin Westley      Guests 

                           
                 Jeffrion Aubry, Assemblyman 
       Lisa Atkins, Queens Borough President 
       Lilli Pioche, Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
         Deputy Inspector Brian Hennessey, 115th Precinct 
       Jacqueline Cosme, Rep., CM. Daniel Dromm Office 
       Alex Kipp, Conflict of Interest Board 
                  Martin Mailer, Attorney, Atlantic Café 
                            Aliya Latif, Comptroller Office 
       Andrew Sokolof, Council Member Julissa Ferraras Office 
 
Please note: The next Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 

   7:45 PM.  

COMMUNITY BOARD No. 3, Q.  
 82-11 37th Avenue, Suite 606 
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 
Telephone:  (718) 458-2707  Fax: (718) 458-3316 
Website: www.CB3QN.NYC.GOV    
Email: Communityboard3@nyc.rr.com 
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Mr. Steven Kulhanek, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:45 PM and welcomed 
all in attendance. 
 
Public Participation 
 
Donald Young, a resident who has lived on 76th St., between 31st and 32nd Avenues for 
35 years is concerned that it is difficult to see cars coming from the east when delivery 
trucks double park. There is also a bus stop on the corner of 76th St., which many 
passengers disembark from, making it dangerous to cross.  Mr. Young suggested that a 
caution light be placed above the center on 31st Ave. and 76th St.  He requested yellow 
striping on 31st Ave. at the east/west lanes. 
 
Further, he would like to have a speed bump installed in the middle of 76th Street.  
 
Public Information – Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
 
The Parking Spot 
 
Assemblyman Aubry said that he was opposed to the parking spot application. The plan 
was withdrawn after the application went to the Borough President’s Public Hearing.  
He said the plan was far too intrusive especially at a time when the community is 
already undergoing stress from the redevelopment of LaGuardia Airport.  He stated that 
a study needs to be conducted to understand the impact the construction has on the 
community.  
 
Mayoral Control of the Board of Education 
 
Assemblyman Aubry said that the state still has the issue of Mayoral control of the 
Board of Education. It is difficult to get an extension beyond one year. 
 
Pre – K 
 
The Assembly member said that there are a number of new preschools and pre-K 
programs in the community. Pre-K is paid for entirely by the State.  
 
Community Boards 
 
The Assemblyman said that, hopefully, when the charter revision is in place, more 
power will return to the local Community Boards because the work that Community 
Boards do is vital. 
 
Port Authority 
 
In response to comments concerning the Port Authority, Assemblyman Aubry stated 
that the Port Authority is a quasi-government entity that has certain autonomy based 
on the charter.  Port Authority has public meetings outside of their own bailiwick and 
have been told to come and provide some information to the communities as they 
continue to plan their redevelopment.  Assemblyman Aubry added that unfortunately 
the Port Authority sometimes glides over local elected officials and the community. 
 
 
 
 



Overpass at 31st Avenue/Ditmars Blvd 
 
Patrick Beckles, Board Member, reported that people are depositing garbage across the 
street from his home. (Entrance to 31st Ave. overpass). His home is for sale and he 
cannot get a prospective buyer.  
 
Assemblyman Aubry said he visited the site and will have Lilli Pioche get in touch with 
the Port Authority and NYS DOT.  
 
Chairman Kulhanek thanked the Assembly Member for his report and asked him to 
come visit us again soon. 
 
Deputy Inspector Brian Hennessy 
 
Mr. Kulhanek introduced Deputy Inspector Brian Hennessy, former Commander for the 
115th Precinct.  He said the Inspector has done a great job.  This evening the community 
board wants to express its appreciation for the good work that he has done. 
 
Deputy Inspector Hennessy thanked Mr. Kulhanek, Ms. Reid and all the members of the 
Board. He stated that it has been an honor and privilege to serve this community. The 
Inspector said he has been in this community since November 2011. He thanked 
everyone for their cooperation and involvement. 
 
District Manager Giovanna Reid said the Deputy Inspector made himself available to the 
District Office at all hours of the day and night. 
 
Ms. Reid presented Deputy Inspector Hennessy with a citation commending him for his 
commitment and tireless work in helping to improve the quality of life for all the 
constituents of Community Board 3. 
 
Conflict of Interest Board 
 
Mr. Alex Kipp, Representative of the Conflict of Interest Board, explained that his 
agency’s hours of operation are Monday – Friday from 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
 
If anyone has questions or concerns, they may contact the Conflict of Interest Board.  
Mr. Kipp said that there are staff lawyers on hand that are available to speak with you 
regarding Conflict of Interest issues. 
 
Community Board Meetings and Voting   The following was highlighted: 
 

- In order to conduct business at a Board Meeting, there needs to be a quorum 
(50% plus one of the membership) present. 

 
- There are three ways to vote: yes, no, or abstain. 

 
- If there is a conflict of interest, you may participate in the discussion but cannot 

vote. 
 

- A retired person may vote on issues related to their former agency. 
 
 
 



Gifts 
 
The Conflict of Interest Law has a very strict gift prohibition for people who work for the 
City. They cannot take a valuable gift exceeding $50.00, from someone doing business 
with the City. There may be times when people who have matters before this Board 
who may try to offer things. Those items should be refused. People who work in this 
District Office, and people who work for the District Manager, cannot be asked to do 
anything political.  
 
Public Hearings 
 
Capital and Expense Budget Priorities FY 2018 - Jimmy Smith 
 
Jimmy Smith, Chair, invited the public to give new suggestions and comments on the 
Capital and Expense Priorities for FY 2018.  
 
Inetha White, a resident from East Elmhurst, had three questions. When will the fiscal 
year 2017, reconstruction projects in East Elmhurst, start?  Has the 33 million NYC DEP’s 
sewer upgrades started and if not, when? What happened to the money allocated for 
East Elmhurst for fiscal year 2017, Capital and Expense Budget?  
 
Mr. Smith stated when the Board and Committee meets, they will consider Ms. White’s 
suggestions and review them. 
 
Bill Meehan, Board Member, said in reference to item number 5 on the Capital Expense 
Budget, regarding affordable housing for seniors that it might take 5 to 10 years. He said 
seniors need to have apartments retrofitted and made more handicap accessible.  He 
would like to see the item included. 
 
David Rosero, Board Member, stated that Elmhurst Hospital covers the expenses of 
those who cannot afford medical treatment.  He suggested that the city allocate funds 
towards covering medical costs at Elmhurst Hospital, as they are currently losing money. 
He requested that the item be added to the Budget.  
 
Pat Beckles, Board Member, asked about item number 14, repairing the drainage at 
Flushing Meadow Corona Park. He wanted to know when this project would start. 
 
Mr. Smith stated they cannot guarantee a time frame and can only make a 
recommendation to the City.   
 
Marjorie Clark, a resident, said one of the concerns she has regarding the priorities for 
the 2016 Budget was to install air monitors.  She also wanted to know if anything will be 
done concerning the noise at LaGuardia Airport from midnight to 4 AM.  
 
Ms. Clark, also asked whose idea it was to extend the sidewalk on the westbound side of 
Astoria Blvd. as it comes to Ditmars.  She said as you make the right turn, where it said 
right on red, it turns directly into traffic. Also, the sidewalk was extended where there is 
no pedestrian sidewalk. 
 
Traffic and Transportation - Stephen Kulhanek, Chair 
 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, brought to the attention of the Board a proposed speed 
bump to be installed between 37th Ave. & Roosevelt Ave. at 77th St.   



Mr. Kulhanek asked if there were any comments.  There were no comments on this 
matter. 
 
Business / Economic / Development Committee – Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair 
Atlantic Café – 93- 13 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Heights, NY   11372  (Alt. – Full Liq.) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Business Economics Co-Chair, stated Atlantic Café requested an 
extension of hours.  
 
Martin Mailer, the attorney for the applicant, stated that the owner has had a license 
for six months.  The establishment is a pub style bar that closes at 11:00 PM weekdays 
and 2:00 AM on weekends.  They would like to extend their hours to 2:00 AM on 
weekdays and 4:00 AM on weekends. He said it is a business that has not caused any 
problems. The applicant has agreed and signed off on all nine stipulations that the 
committee requested.   
 
Shiv Dass, Board Member, asked how many security guards work at the restaurant. The 
attorney replied that the restaurant has two security guards. The owner has agreed to 
have security coverage every night until closing.  
 
A resident wanted to know if that area is saturated with businesses serving alcohol. 
 
The representative stated that Atlantic Café is not within 500 feet of the three other 
establishment, but felt duty bound to come to the Community Board to inform the 
Board what they wanted to do. 
 
Bill Meehan, Board Member, asked whether the SLA imposed the hours. 
 
Sonya Davis – Roberts, Board Member, asked if he could explain the SLA conditions.   
 
Mr. Mailer said the SLA told the owner to come back in six months.  The SLA will 
consider changing the hours of closing, if the owner in able to show that they can 
operate properly. 
 
A resident asked whether there were additional exits.  Mr. Mailer replied that there are 
three exits.  
 
In response to the question as to whether the basement would be used, Mr. Mailer said 
the basement will not be a part of the operation. 
 
El Maguey Corp. – 83-28 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY  11372 (New – Full Liq.) 
 
The applicant was not present. 
 
Sompong Thai Inc. – 37-09 83rd Street, Jackson Heights, NY   11372 (Corp. Change – 
Wine/Beer) 
 
The applicant said that she has a contract to buy the restaurant and that it will be 
operated as by the previous owners.   The restaurant has 22 seats and is fairly small.   
 
 
 
 



Executive Session 
 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, opened Executive Session with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion - # 55 - Adoption of the September 15, 2016 Agenda 
 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Lisa Mesulam, to adopt the 
agenda, was passed unanimously. 
 
NYC DOT Speed Bump Request – 77th St.  Between 37th Ave. and Roosevelt Ave. 
 
Stephen Kulhanek, Chairman, reported that the committee recommends that the speed 
bump for 77th St., between 37th Ave. and Roosevelt Ave. be approved. 
 
Motion - #56 – NYC DOT Speed Bump Request – 77th St. between 37th Ave. & Roosevelt 
Ave. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek, seconded by Ann brown, to approve the 
speed bump request was passed unanimously. 
 
Atlantic Cafe – 93-13 Roosevelt Ave., Jackson Heights, NY   11372 – Alt. Full Liq. 
License - Extension of Hours 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the committee recommends 
that the request to extend the hours of operation be disapproved. He reminded the 
Board that it is the State Liquor Authority that restricted the hours of operation.  He 
stated the owner has had the license for only six months. 
 
Mr. Rosenbaum said that, Roosevelt Ave. in both Community Boards # 3 & 4 have many 
establishments and the SLA has, in some cases, restricted the hours of operation. 
 
Motion - #57 –  Atlantic Café – 93-13 Roosevelt Ave., Jackson Height, NY   11372 Alt. 
Full Liq. License – Extension of Hours 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum and seconded by Ann Brown, to dis-
approve the application for extension of hours, was passed with a vote of 26 in favor, 4 
opposed and 2 abstentions. 
 
El Maguey Corp. – 83-28 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY  11372 New – Full Liquor 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum stated that the committee recommends approval of the 
application for an on premise full liquor license. 
 
Motion - #58 – El Maguey Corp. – 83-28 Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights, NY   1132 
New – Full Liquor 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Lisa Mesulam, to approve 
the application for a new-full liquor license, was passed unanimously.  
 
 
 
 



Sompong Thai Inc. – 37-09 83rd Street, Jackson Heights, NY   11372 (Corp. Change – 
Wine/Beer) 
 
Edmund Rosenbaum, Co-Chair, informed the Board that the Committee recommends 
approval of the application for the Corporate Change for the wine and beer.  
 
Motion - #59 – Sompong Thai Inc. – 37-09 83rd Street, Jackson Heights, NY   11372 – 
(Corp. Change – Wine/Beer) 
 
Upon motion duly made by Edmund Rosenbaum, seconded by Jairo Rodriguez, to 
approve the Corporate Change of the wine and beer license, was passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Stephen Kulhanek 
 
Chairman, Steven Kulhanek said he was pleased to announce the additional signage in 
honor of former Board Member & Chairwoman, Mary Vavruska will be installed at the 
corner of 93rd St. & 34th Ave.  The ceremony will be held this Saturday, September 17th 
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  He encouraged everyone to attend. 
 
In addition, Chairman Kulhanek informed the Board that from time to time a motion is 
made to approve or disapprove an application.  The matter is discussed, voted on and 
the motion fails.  He explained that at that juncture the Board’s work is not complete 
because no action or position has been taken in regard to the application under review.  
The issue therefore has to be taken up again.  In this situation, the Community Board 
Chair will submit a new or amended motion.  The Committee Chair will second the 
motion.  After discussion, the Board will vote on the new/amended motion. 
 
District Manager Report – Giovanna Reid 
 
Giovanna Reid, District Manager, reported that the Port Authority is rebuilding 
LaGuardia Airport.  In order to free up some parking spots at the airport, management 
personnel parking has been relocated to the former Dollar Parking Garage that is 
located on 94th Street and 23rd Avenue.  A shuttle bus will take management employees 
to and from the parking garage to the airport.   
 
Ms. Reid informed the members of the Board that she has been attending budget 
consultations and meeting with various agencies concerning Community Board 3’s 
Budget Priorities.  She will keep the Capital and Expense Budget Committee updated. 
 
Borough President’s Report 
 
Lisa Atkins, representative from Borough President Melinda Katz Office, greeted all in 
attendance.  She reported that the Borough President has engaged a new General 
Council, Angelina Martinez Rubio.  Ms. Rubio comes from the Dept. of Transportation.  
Jennifer Waldin Webfry is the new Director of Cultural Affairs. She was the former 
Coordinator at the Louis Armstrong House and Museum.   
 
She said that the Borough President had the pleasure to honor and welcome home four 
Olympians who are from Queens County. Ms. Atkins said they are amazing young 
women.  They represented us well, and felt our Queens pride when they brought home 
the gold.  
 



Ms. Atkins announced that the Borough President’s Veterans’ Day Observance 
Ceremony will be held at the Veterans’ Memorial Garden at Queens Borough Hall on 
Wednesday, November 9th at 11:00 AM 
 
She further reported that Queens had outpaced all other boroughs in job growth. 
Queens had a 7.8% increase, higher than the city wide average of 7.14%.    
 
She announced that the Borough President will have the LaGuardia Airport 
Redevelopment Group at the Queens Borough Board Meeting.  It will be held on 
Monday, September 19th at 5:30. Mr. Kulhanek is Community Board 3’s representative 
on that Board.  Port Authority will give more information about the redevelopment 
project.  
 
Ms. Atkins invited everyone to come to Borough Hall for the unveiling of the Forum 
which will be named after Queens Borough President, Helen Marshall.  The event will be 
held on September 27th at 11:00 AM.   
 
Legislators Report 
 
Jacqueline Cosme, Councilman’s Daniel Dromms Office, will have a forum on End of Life 
options led by Conway Funeral Home.  It will be held on Sept. 29th from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.   
 
Andrew Sokolof of Council Member Julissa Ferraras-Copeland’s Office, introduced a 
program called The Forgiveness Plan. He explained that it is designed for people that 
have tickets, violations that are in judgment or Environmental Control Board violations. 
They have until December 12th to pay these fines without interest or penalties. Common 
violations that are covered are snow, ice, and dirt on sidewalks, improper storage of 
recyclables, recycle containers, work construction without a permit, etc. He encouraged 
everyone to take advantage of the program. 
 
Councilwoman Ferraras Copeland is also having her annual Hispanic Heritage event on 
Wednesday, Oct 5th. 
 
Mr. Sokolof stated that the Councilwoman couldn’t attend tonight’s Community Board 
meeting but would like to attend the next meeting.  She will provide updates on the 
Capital Budget Priorities. 
 
Aliya Latif, from the NYC Comptroller’s Office, said that the Comptroller’s newsletter is 
updated.  Please call their office with all concerns. 
 
Motion  # 60  - Motion to Adjourn 
 
Upon motion duly made by Stephen Kulhanek and seconded by Lisa Mesulam, to 
adjourn, the meeting, was passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting was closed at 9:40 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Christine Cirillo 
 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


