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     MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Colleen Alderson, Chief of Parklands and Real Estate 

FROM:    Emily Humes, Director of Environmental Review and Program Delivery 

DATE:     May 5, 2025 

RE:           Type II CEQR Determination – Queens CD 3 Neighborhood Scale Acquisition                        
ULURP, property list of identified sites attached 
 

New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is seeking ULURP authorization for 
acquisition and site selection for multiple privately-owned lots in Queens, Community District (CD) 
3. Currently, there are 50,156 residents in this CD who do not live within a walking distance to a 
park1 and the CD’s Open Space Ratio, the acreage of public space per 1,000 people, is 0.91, which is 
considered critically low. Additionally, this CD has a high poverty rate of 22.3 percent, compared to 
Queen’s average poverty rate of 16.7 percent. DPR has identified 23 privately-owned lots totaling 
approximately 12.5 acres to be included as part of this proposed action.  
 
Community District 3 encompasses the neighborhoods of East Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, and North 
Corona. Obtaining approval for this proposed action will allow DPR to acquire privately-owned 
properties through negotiated purchase for park development to increase access to open space 
resources in these critically underserved neighborhoods. Any additional open space that is created 
through this action will provide current and future residents with the public open space needed for 
their enjoyment, health, and for a more sustainable community. Any future park build out will be 
required to comply with CEQR/SEQRA under a future environmental review. 
 
Pursuant to section 617.5 (c) of Title 6 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations, the 
regulations promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, DPR has 
determined that the Queens CD 3 Neighborhood Scale Acquisition ULURP is a Type II action that 
has no potential for significant adverse environmental impacts. Section 617.5(c) of Title 6 of 
NYCRR sets forth the list of possible Type II actions. The action relevant to this proposed project is: 
 

(39) an agency’s acquisition and dedication of 25 acres or less of land for parkland, or 
dedication of land for parkland that was previously acquired, or acquisition of a conservation 
easement;    

 
This Type II action covers the scope of the proposed project which has been determined not to have a 
significant impact on the environment and is otherwise precluded from further environmental review 
under Environmental Conservation Law, article 8. 
 
_________________________  
 
Emily Humes, Director of Environmental Review and Program Delivery 


